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City-business 
partnership 
taking survey 


The city of Holyoke, 
in partnership with the 
Greater Holyoke Chamber 
of Commerce and EforAll 
Holyoke, is working on 
ways to help business- 
es stay open, reopen and 
adapt to the economic 
hardships wrought by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The partnership is 
holding virtual meetings 
daily and is researching, 
seeking out resources, and 
helping to develop coor- 
dinated responses to best 
address the major needs of 
our local business owners. 

To assist in this effort, 
officials are conducting 
a survey specifically for 
Holyoke businesses. This 
survey 1S meant to better 
understand where gaps 





Christina Royal 


College leader 
pledges $10K for 
‘Together HCC’ 


Holyoke Community 
College President Christina 
Royal has issued a person- 
al $10,000 challenge gift 
toward a new HCC cam- 
paign that is as much about 
building moral support in a 
time of great uncertainty as 
it is about raising money for 
students experiencing finan- 
cial distress. 


Let’s see your 
Stories, photos of 
staying at home 


The Holyoke Sun 
wants to know how you’re 
coping with the corona- 
virus closures and how 
they’ve changed all of 
our lives — no school, no 
work, social distancing and 
staying at home. 

We can’t meet our 
neighbors in the school- 
yards, playing fields or 
workplaces of Holyoke, 
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Virus sweeps through Soldiers’ Home 


State investigating, supt. 
on leave as 15 residents 
die, more are infected 


By Peter Spotts 
pspotts@turley.com 


The Covid-19 pandem- 
ic hit home hard last weekend 
as more than a dozen veterans 
died in the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home, with the coronavirus 
ripping through the building on 
Cherry Street. 

As of April 1, the state was 
investigating 15 deaths at the 
state-operated assisted living 
facility, with six of those hav- 
ing tested positive for Covid- 
19, six additional tests pending, 
and one unknown. An addition- 
al 11 residents and seven staff 
members had also tested posi- 
tive for the virus. All residents 
have been tested, with results 
expected after The Sun went to 
press. 

A somber Mayor Alex 
Morse addressed the city on 
Facebook Live on Tuesday 
to provide residents with the 
details of what happened. 

“At the onset, this is an 
important reminder of how 
deadly coronavirus can be if 
we don’t follow proper pro- 
cedures and protocol,” Morse 
said. “These are people that 
gave their all, risked their lives 
to protect all of us and the 





American flags form an impromptu memorial to victims of Covid-19 at the Cherry Street entrance to the 


Holyoke Soldiers’ Home this week. 


deserve better, frankly.” 

He added later in his state- 
ment, “I just can’t imagine 
the pain and grief that many 
of these families are feeling. 
It’s already tough to lose a love 
one, but without being able to 
visit, to grieve Or mourn in a 
traditional setting ... just adds 
a different level of pain to peo- 
ple impacted and we want to 
do our part to stand with you 
and support you in any way we 
can.” 

The Executive Office of 
Health and Human Services 
said in a statement all residents 


have been isolated and employ- 
ees have been advised to quar- 
antine until they are asymp- 
tomatic. Families of residents 
who have a positive Covid-19 
test have been notified. While 
Morse found about the situa- 
tion after deaths had already 
occurred, he’s hopeful that the 
swift action taken by the state 
in the wake of the news will 
help contain the situation. 

“T do think the actions 
taken over the last couple of 
days will save lives in the com- 
ing days and coming weeks, 
but I think we have to expect 
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the situation will get worse 
before it gets better,’ Morse 
said. “I’m glad that the state is 
now taking swift action to pro- 
tect the most vulnerable among 
us.” 

One of those actions was 
to place former Superintendent 
Bennett Walsh on paid admin- 
istrative leave and put Val 
Liptak, CEO of Western 
Massachusetts Hospital in 
Westfield, in charge of the 
Soldiers’ Home. An investi- 
gation is being conducted to 


See SOLDIERS, page 11 





Hospitals on front lines of coronavirus fight 


By Dalton Zbierski 
and Melina Bourdeau 
thesun@turley.com 


While patients fight a war 
against Covid-19, medical per- 
sonnel roam the front lines. 

Medical professionals 
at Baystate hospitals in the 
region, Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital in Northampton and 
Holyoke Medical Center each 
face a similar set of issues 
caused by the pandemic, 


which are being navigated on 
a daily basis. 

As of March 25, through- 
out Baystate Health, 835 indi- 
viduals have been tested; 373 
have come back negative; 52 
positive and 410 are still pend- 
ing results. 

Cooley Dickinson had 
issued 14 positive tests for 
Covid-19 and was in the pro- 
cess of investigating 92 addi- 
tional people, as of the same 
date. 





At the Holyoke Medical Center, one patient was being treated for 
Covid-19 as of March 23, but no nurses were on self-quarantine at 


that time. 
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At Holyoke Medical 
Center, one patient was being 
treated for Covid-19 as of 
March 23, but no nurses were 
on self-quarantine at that time. 

Baystate Medical Center 
in Springfield has construct- 
ed a temporary rapid-response 
triage facility outside the 
Emergency Department as a 
result of the demands creat- 
ed by the coronavirus pan- 
demic, according to Michelle 
Holmgren, of Baystate Health. 
“These are designed to handle 
some 30 to 40 patients; the tri- 
age area will serve as a rapid, 
initial screening venue for 
staff to identify those patients 
of most immediate need.” 

Neither Holyoke or 
Cooley Dickinson have trans- 
formed their waiting rooms 
into triage units and both are 
strictly sticking to protocols 
handed down by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control. 

In order to meet the grow- 
ing number of cases at each 
hospital, various safety mea- 
sures have been implemented. 

Inside Cooley Dickinson 
hospital, visitors have been 


See HOSPITALS page 16 





Churches staying 


connected online 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


Church buildings may be 
closed due to the coronavi- 
rus, but Holyoke’s pastors are 
finding ways to keep the city’s 
faith communities together. 

With two of the biggest 
services of the year coming 
up over the next two week- 
ends — Palm Sunday and 
Easter — members of the 
city’s Christian congregations 
have had to adjust to worship- 
ing online, using some of the 
same technology that students 
and telecommuters are using 
to get their work done during 
the week. 

Pastor Phil Gustafson of 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
said he’s been hosting virtu- 
al worships online, upload- 
ing videos to YouTube.com 
and broadcasting services live 
with the teleconferencing site 
Zoom. 

“T leave the Zoom room 
open for a time after the video 
1s over so that people can have 
a chance to talk and connect 


See CHURCHES, page 11 


> In The News 


Gov. extends stay-home advisory, business closures to May 4 


BOSTON — On March 31, Gov. 
Charlie Baker announced several 
updates related to the Covid-19 out- 
break, including extending the non-es- 
sential business emergency order and 
guidance for state executive branch 
employees until May 4. 

The Department of Public Health’s 
stay-at-home advisory remains in effect. 
Baker also updated the state’s essential 
services list to add sectors of industry 
and commerce that provide essential ser- 
vices and can keep their brick-and-mor- 
tar facilities open during the emergency. 

Essential Services: Baker’s emer- 
gency order requiring that all businesses 
and organizations that do not provide 
essential services close their physical 
workplaces and facilities to workers, 
customers and the public will be extend- 
ed until May 4. Businesses and organi- 
zations not on the list of essential ser- 
vices are encouraged to continue opera- 
tions through remote means that do not 
require workers, customers, or the public 
to enter or appear at the brick-and-mor- 
tar premises closed by the order. This 
order also prohibits gatherings of more 


than 10 people until May 4. 

A new version of the essential ser- 
vices list was released, adding: 

e Supply chain businesses that sup- 
port essential services 

e Certain health care specialists such 
as chiropractors and optometrists 

e Additional types of workers that 
provide disinfectant and sanitation ser- 
vices 

While these businesses are designat- 
ed as essential, they are urged to follow 
social distancing protocols for workers 
in accordance with guidance from the 
Department of Public Health. 

Hotels and Motels: DPH also 
issued new guidance around hotels, 
motels, inns, bed-and-breakfasts and 
other short-term residential rentals. 
Under the new guidance, these forms of 
lodging should only be used for efforts 
related to fighting Covid-19, such as 
housing front-line health workers, or 
individuals who have been displaced 
from their residences. 

Stay at Home Advisory: Last 
week, Baker directed DPH to issue a 
stay-at-home advisory, and the gover- 


nor announced Tuesday that the adviso- 
ry will remain in effect. Residents are 
advised to stay home and avoid unneces- 
sary travel and other unnecessary person 
to person contact during this time peri- 
od. Residents who are considered at high 
risk when exposed to Covid-19 should 
limit social interactions with other peo- 
ple as much as possible. 

Executive Branch Employees: All 
state employees performing non-core 
functions who are able to work remotely 
should continue to do so until May 4. 
Full guidance will be sent to state exec- 
utive branch employees directly. Some 
executive branch services and walk-in 
offices remain open, but residents are 
encouraged to use online services when 
available. 

Field Medical Station: 
Massachusetts, through MEMA, has 
requested and received approval for a 
field medical station that will provide 
additional medical care capacity as the 
state plans for a surge in cases. The fed- 
eral Strategic National Stockpile has 
approved a 250-bed field medical sta- 
tion that will be deployed to the DCU 


Center in Worcester this week. This 
temporary facility will be managed by 
UMass-Memorial Medical Center and 
staffed by a partnership including the 
city of Worcester and others. The tempo- 
rary field medical center will be used to 
treat lower-acuity patients who still need 
monitoring. 

Nursing and Rest Homes: The 
state is implementing a pilot project 
that allows for safe, on-site testing of 
symptomatic residents of nursing and 
rest homes, with a quick turnaround. 
The pilot will operate under the auspices 
of the Massachusetts National Guard 
in partnership with the Department of 
Public Health and Broad Institute of 
Cambridge, and samples will be col- 
lected by trained personnel from the 
Massachusetts National Guard. Prior to 
this launch, the only way for nursing 
home residents to be tested would be 
to be transported to a hospital or physi- 
cian’s office. 

Members of the public should con- 
tinue checking www.mass.gov/covid19 
for the latest information on impacts 
from the Covid-19 outbreak. 





Several city nonprofits benefit 
from coronavirus relief fund 


SPRINGFIELD — The 
Community Foundation of Western 
Massachusetts this week announced 
the release of its first grants, totaling 
$700,000, to community organizations 
and nonprofits, from its recently-estab- 
lished Covid-19 Response Fund for the 
Pioneer Valley. 

The fund has raised $2,480,000 
from local philanthropic and business 
organizations and over 50 individuals. 
The first round of funding to support 
local response to the crisis includes: 

¢ $190,000 to distribute food 
through the region’s system of food 
pantries 

¢ $120,000 to address the needs of 
vulnerable elders, including home-de- 
livered meals 

¢ $120,000 to provide critical 
health services and outreach through 
the Pioneer Valley’s federally designat- 
ed community health centers 

¢ $150,000 to provide shelter for 
those without homes and those impact- 
ed by domestic violence 

e $120,000 to provide flexible 
supports to the region’s lowest income 
families and individuals 

Organizations receiving fund- 
ing include Caring Health Center, 
Catholic Charities Agency — Diocese 
of Springfield, Center for Human 
Development, Community Action 
Pioneer Valley, Community Health 
Center of Franklin County, Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts, 
Friends of the Homeless clinical and 
support options, Greater Springfield 
Senior Services, Highland Valley 
Elder Services, Hilltown Community 
Health Center, Holyoke Health 
Center, LifePath, New England 
Learning Center for Women in 
Transition, Safe Passage, ServiceNet, 
Springfield Partners for Community 
Action, Springfield Rescue Mission, 
Valley Opportunity Council, 
WestMass ElderCare, Womanshelter 
Companeras, and YWCA of Western 
Massachusetts. 

According to Katie Allan Zobel, 
president and CEO of the Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts, 
more grants are expected to be 
announced and released next week to 
respond to emerging needs. 

“These initial grants will support 
urgent and immediate needs of those 
most vulnerable and adversely affect- 
ed by this unprecedented crisis and 
those who have been most impacted 
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by inequity,” Zobel said. “Through the 
generosity of our community and the 
establishment of this response fund, 
we are helping those in need living in 
the 69 cities and towns that make up 
Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire 
counties.” 

Zobel said next week’s round of 
grants will likely include health ser- 
vices to organizations serving those 
with particular health vulnerabilities 
due to factors such as mental illness, 
compromised immune systems or 
addiction. 

Given the long-term impact of 
the crisis and the evolving community 
needs, the Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts and its partners 
will continue to raise funds and make 
grants over the next several months. 

“We are encouraging our business 
community and individuals to consider 
contributing to the fund as the urgent 
needs for support continues to grow,” 
Zobel said. 

Entities contributing to the 
fund thus far include bankESB; 
Berkshire Bank; Beveridge Family 
Foundation; Big Y; Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts; Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts; 
the Irene E. and George A. Davis 
Foundation, Dietz & Co. Architects; 
Greenfield Cooperative Bank and 
Northampton Cooperative Bank; 
Keady, Foard, Montemagni, UBS 
Wealth Management; MassMutual; 
PeoplesBank; TD Charitable 
Foundation; and Westfield Bank. 

In subsequent phases, grants will 
be made to address needs of nonprofit 
organizations that have been financial- 
ly impacted by the crisis. 

The Community Foundation 
welcomes additional donations to 
the Covid-19 Response Fund for the 
Pioneer Valley. Gifts can be made at 
communityfoundation.org/coronavi- 
rus-donations. 

“The Covid-19 Response Fund 
for the Pioneer Valley is designed to 
pool community giving and apply 
the Community Foundation’s exper- 
tise and experience to make grants 
that help our community effective- 
ly respond to the crisis,” said Zobel. 
“During this time, we also encour- 
age our community members to give 
directly to those nonprofits you know 
and trust that are being impacted now 
or that are responding to the Covid-19 
Crisis.” 





All encouraged to 


On April 1, Massachusetts Secretary 
of the Commonwealth William Galvin 
commemorated Census Day, a day that 
occurs every 10 years, when every person 
living in the country must be counted. 

While the day would normally be 
marked by public events to spread the 
word and encourage residents to return 
their census forms, with the state cur- 
rently under an advisory to stay home, 
Galvin encouraged cities and towns to 
reach out to their residents in new and 
creative ways. 

“This crisis reinforces the signifi- 
cance of making sure Massachusetts 
gets its fair share of federal resources 
for things like public health programs 
and hospitals,” Galvin said. “The census 
count is used to decide how much support 
we will receive from the federal govern- 
ment for the next 10 years.” 


respond to census 


Galvin, who serves as the state’s 
2020 census liaison, has reached out to 
communities around Massachusetts to ask 
them to reach out to their residents in any 
safe or remote way they can, in order to 
raise awareness of Census Day. Upon his 
recommendation, many cities and towns 
made “reverse 9-1-1” calls to households, 
asking residents to go www.my2020cen- 
sus.gov to be counted. 

“Every person who responds to their 
census now is helping to reduce the need 
for a census worker to go door-to-door 
later,’ Galvin said. 

Residents also have the option of 
responding to the census by phone by 
calling 844-330-2020. Phone numbers for 
those who require other languages may 
be found on the Census Bureau’s website, 
at 2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond/ 
responding-by-phone.html. 





UMass gives masks to Soldiers’ Home 


The University of Massachusetts 
Amherst recently donated personal pro- 
tective equipment to hospitals and first 
responders in the region as part of the 
ongoing statewide and national response 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

Masks, gloves, gowns and sani- 
tary clothing from campus laboratories 
were distributed to the Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke, Baystate Medical Center in 
Springfield, UMass-Memorial Medical 
Center in Worcester, Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital in Northampton and the 
Amherst Fire Department. 

University officials said the dona- 
tions will not affect their ability to con- 
duct operations on the Amherst campus, 
including University Health Services and 


protection of essential employees work- 
ing on campus. 

Jeff Hescock, executive direc- 
tor of environmental health and safety 
and emergency management at UMass- 
Amherst, said all of the materials were 
collected from university researchers and 
faculty. 

“Because we have switched to 
remote learning, the researchers on cam- 
pus are doing less in-person activity and 
that has made this donation of materials 
possible,” he said. “I want to thank our 
research community and faculty for their 
assistance.” 

The Soldiers Home in Holyoke 
picked up surgical masks and gloves on 
Wednesday, March 25. 





HCC scholarship deadline is extended 


Holyoke Community College has 
extended the deadline to apply for 
scholarships for the 2020-21 academic 
year. The new application deadline is 
Wednesday, April 8. 

Students must be currently enrolled 
at HCC or have been accepted for the 
upcoming academic year to be eligible 
for scholarships, which are awarded 
through the HCC Foundation, HCC’s 
nonprofit fundraising corporation. 

More than $200,000 in awards is 
available for incoming, continuing and 
transferring HCC students. 


Applicants need only fill out a single 
form at www.hcc.edu/scholarships to be 
automatically matched with the scholar- 
ships they are most qualified to receive. 
There are scholarships for new students, 
current students and students transfer- 
ring to other institutions, scholarships 
based on financial need, scholarships for 
students in specific majors, scholarships 
for residents of certain communities, and 
scholarships that recognize academic 
achievement. 

Questions should be directed to the 
HCC Foundation office at 413-552-2182. 
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Trials proceeding by teleconference at local courts 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


By now, all Holyoke residents 
should be familiar with how their “essen- 
tial” government services are operat- 
ing. Police, firefighters, ambulance and 
trash collection are operating as normal. 
Schools and the Senior Center are closed. 

If government buildings are closed, 
but law enforcement operations continue, 
where does that leave the court system? 

Springfield’s Roderick J. Ireland 
Courthouse was closed on March 16 and 
17 to allow for deep cleaning. On Friday, 
March 20, it was announced a court offi- 
cer in the Superior Court, which hears 
major cases originating in Holyoke and 
other Hampden County cities, had tested 
positive for coronavirus, and the court 
was closed for a week. It reopened on 
Monday, March 30. 

But “re-opened” is a loose term, and 
the Hampden County district attorney is 
operating with limited staff in person at 
the courthouse. The same is true at court- 
houses around Massachusetts, including 
Holyoke District Court, which handles 
minor cases from Holyoke. Judges in all 
area courts are on a rotation, as well, to 


limit their exposure to the public. 

The courts are closed through at least 
April 6, and that closure could extend 
further with President Donald Trump’s 
recent order that social distancing contin- 
ue through April 30. 

According to a message from the 
Supreme Judicial Court, court appearanc- 
es are limited to “emergency matters.” 

“Courts will be closed to the public 
March 18, 2020, until at least April 6, 
2020. The only matters that will be heard 
in person in Massachusetts state court- 
houses are emergency matters that cannot 
be held by videoconference or telephone. 
Each of the seven Trial Court departments 
will define emergency matters for their 
departments,” the SJC ordered on March 
18. 

“Courthouses will be closed to the 
public except to conduct emergency hear- 
ings that cannot be resolved through a 
videoconference or telephonic hearing,” 
the order continues. “Clerks’ offices shall 
remain open to the public to accept plead- 
ings and other documents in emergency 
matters only.” 

Some judges have held hearings 
for issues such as restraining orders. 
However, any non-emergency issues have 


been deferred or “continued” by the court 
— delayed for hearings at a later date. 

Also being continued are all jury tri- 
als. 

“All trials in both criminal and 
civil cases scheduled to commence in 
Massachusetts state courts between today 
and April 17, 2020, are continued to 
a date no earlier than April 21, 2020,” 
ordered the SJC, “unless the trial is a 
civil case where the parties and the court 
agree that the case can be decided with- 
out the need for in-person appearance in 
court. Where a jury trial has commenced, 
the trial will end based on the manifest 
necessity arising from the pandemic and a 
new trial may commence after the public 
health emergency ends.” 

The administration of justice con- 
tinues, however. Judges are turning to 
some of the same technologies that teach- 
ers and office workers are using during 
the coronavirus pandemic — telephone 
teleconferencing, videoconferencing, 
email and other means. They are holding 
arraignments remotely, for example. 

For jurors, with jury service suspend- 
ed, the Office of the Jury Commissioner 
is temporarily closed. The people in the 
office are working remotely. All jurors 


who were assigned service dates through 
April 7 have had their service canceled. 
Those with service scheduled after that 
date are on standby status, unless they 
have received a notice of cancellation 
from the court. 

For more information, jurors, plain- 
tiffs, defendants and other parties to court 
proceedings should call the clerk’s office 
in their court or visit www.mass.gov. The 
following courts serve cases originating 
in Holyoke: 

Hampden County Superior Court: 
Clerk, 413-735-6016 or Hampden.clerk- 
soffice @jud.state.ma.us; probation, 413- 
748-7653. 

Hampden Probate and Family 
Court: Register, 413-748-7760; proba- 
tion, 413-748-7797. 

Holyoke District Court: Clerk, 413- 
538-9710 or cmholyokedc @jud.state. 
ma.us; probation, 413-598-9712. 

Holyoke Juvenile Court: Clerk and 
probation, 413-322-6700. 

Western Housing Court: Clerk, 
413-748-7838 or WesternHousingCourt @ 
jud.state.ma.us. 

For juror information at any 
Massachusetts state court, call 800-THE- 
JURY (800-843-5879). 





Blood donor center reopens in Holyoke 


As President Donald Trump left 
the White House briefing room recently 
during a coronavirus update, someone 
shouted out, “donate blood!” 

It was an important message. The 
need is so great that Massachusetts Gov. 
Charlie Baker included blood and plate- 
let donors on his list of essential services 
issued recently. 

America faces a severe blood short- 
age during the coronavirus pandemic and 
the U.S. Surgeon General Jerome Adams 
is urging healthy individuals to donate 
blood as the crisis unfolds. 

Until further notice during the coro- 
navirus pandemic, Baystate Health is 
relocating all blood and platelet donation 
to 361 Whitney Ave., Holyoke. 

Blood donations will take place 
daily, Monday through Sunday, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Walk-ins are welcome, but 
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appointments are suggested and can be 
made by calling 413-794-4600. 

Platelet donations will also occur at 
Whitney Avenue, but are by appointment 
only at 413-794-4600. 

Additional protocols are being 
implemented during the coronavirus 
pandemic for the safety and health of 
donors, including: 

e Prescreening donors 

e Extra precautionary cleaning 

e Spacing out donors to comply with 
social distancing and group gathering 
restrictions. 

All eligible donors will receive a 
ticket to Six Flags (for future use, valid 
through Jan. 3, 2021) and a gift card to 
Big Y or Dunkin. 

For more information or to make an 
appointment, contact the Baystate Health 
Blood Donor Center at 413-794-4600. 


turtles 


We would love to give 
you or your kids a fun 
little project each week. 


‘Starting ths week we will be hiding 
TURLEY (the turtle) our new mascot 
within the paper. Have fun and count how 
many times you find Turley. 

Email your results along with your name, 
town and turtle count from 
what paper to mballway@turley.com. 
We will post your name and count in the 


following weeks paper. 


Correct answers will be submitted for a monthly 
drawing and a chance to win a prize. 


Follow Turley on S) @TurleytheTurtle 
Turley the turtle is sponsored by 


CALL TODAY! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR 

TURLEY IN YOUR 
LOCAL PAPER 


800-824-6548 
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Press Club Roast postponed until fall 


SPRINGFIELD — The Valley 
Press Club’s Board of Directors decid- 
ed March 17 to postpone the May 8 
Valley Press Club Roast to the fall due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The roast, which features humor- 
ous sketches about public officials as a 
fundraiser for the club’s scholarships to 
journalism students, is usually held in 
the spring at the John Boyle O’Reilly 
Club in Springfield. 

Tony Cignoli, noted national polit- 





ical consultant, was to be the emcee. 
Numerous local politicians, including 
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; 





Send Us Your Photos! 


area mayors, city councilors and state 
legislators, were expected to attend. 

The roast is similar to the White 
House Correspondents’ dinner in 
Washington, D.C., which uses humor 
to bring both the media and newsmak- 
ers together. Peter Goonan, reporter of 
The Republican, is the chairman of the 
event. The Valley Press Club, founded 
in 1960, consists of active and retired 
journalists, and marketing and public 
relations professionals. 

For more information or to become 
a member, visit valleypressclub.com. 
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2020 Cornelius J. Moriarty, Jr. Scholarship 


for Cadet Engineers 


Pursuant to MGL Chapter 164, Sections 69B to 69F, applications for 
a cadet engineer scholarship will be received at the: 


Office of the Manager 


Holyoke Gas & Electric Department 


99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 


Deadline: May 15, 2020 


(Applications will only be considered if received on or before the deadline). 


Application forms may be obtained during regular business hours at 
the above address or from school guidance counselors. For further 


information, please contact the Office of the Manager, at 536-9313. 


Applicants for the scholarship must be: 


1) Residents of the City of Holyoke. 
2) Graduates of a duly accredited senior secondary school 


(year 2020 or before). 


3) Not less than seventeen (17) years old on their last birthday, 
nor more than twenty-five (25) years old. 

4) Accepted for admission to, or already enrolled in, an accredited 
community college, college, or university having a course of 
study leading to a degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering. 


TIGL 


EMPOWERING YOUR WORLD YOUR WORLD 





Holyoke Gas & Electric 
99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
(413) 536-9300 
www.hged.com 
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Sheriff, DA oppose call 
to release more inmates 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


Several groups are calling for the 
release of inmates across the state in 
order to slow the spread of the corona- 
virus, but Hampden County Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi and District Attorney Anthony 
Gulluni said Monday these broad-brush 
recommendations are “strongly ill-ad- 
vised” and “careless.” 

The ACLU Foundation of 
Massachusetts, the Massachusetts 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers and the Boston-based 
Committee for Public Counsel Services 
have been pushing for the release of 
inmates statewide due to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic and the susceptibility of 
inmates in close quarters. 

“Correctional facilities, where phys- 
ical distancing and vigilant hygiene 
are impossible, can be petri dishes for 
the rapid spread of infectious disease,” 
the three groups said in a Supreme 
Judicial Court petition filed March 
24. “Outbreaks in our prisons will, of 
course, imperil the lives of incarcerated 
people, but they will also endanger cor- 
rectional officers and medical staff, their 
families, and their communities as staff 
cycle through the facilities.” 

They asked that the state courts 
account for the threat of Covid-19 in 
jails when determining whether to detain 
a suspect before trial; to release inmates 
currently being held prior to disposi- 
tion of their cases if they have not been 
determined to be a danger to public safe- 
ty; and to release inmates in groups con- 
sidered particularly vulnerable to Covid- 
19 who are near the end of their sentenc- 
es, or do not pose a threat to the public. 

In a press conference Monday, 
Gulluni said that because society is in a 
precarious condition, releasing scores of 
Hampden County inmates — potentially 
hundreds of thousands of inmates and 
prisoners across the state — into society 
is “a bad idea.” 

Gulluni also said these requests are 
a “broad-brush approach, and a danger- 
ous approach.” 

“It does not consider victims’ stat- 
utory rights, it does not consider public 
safety,’ Gulluni said. For instance, statu- 


torily guaranteed victims wouldn’t have 
notice of inmates being released. 

In the past week, Gulluni said his 
office agreed to a handful of inmates 
being released who “do not pose a risk 
to victims and do not pose a significant 
risk to public safety, and are at great- 
er risk because of a pre-existing health 
condition and or because of their age. 

“We’ve taken a case-by-case basis, 
not insensitive to the risk that is posed to 
inmates, but thoughtful,” he said. 

In the last month, 107 inmates 
have been released. A month ago, 
there were 1,166 men and women in 
custody between the Hampden County 
Correctional Center in Ludlow and 
the Western Massachusetts Regional 
Women’s Correctional Center. As of 
Monday, there were 1,059, Cocchi said. 

As of Monday, there were no cases 
of Covid-19 in any Hampden County 
correctional facilities. Cocchi said he 
doesn’t believe he can keep the disease 
out of the jails forever, as the threat of 
someone new entering with the virus is 
“always present.” 

“Jails are a direct reflection of our 
communities,” he said. “However, we 
have a strong prevention plan that is 
working ... and we have protocols in 
place to handle the situation without 
having it spread amongst our popula- 
tion.” 

Individuals leaving now would also 
be released without a proper release 
plan and that could be problematic for 
those struggling with substance abuse 
and recovery. For example, an individ- 
ual’s risk of overdose if released with- 
out insurance coverage for medication 
assisted treatment exceeds the risk of 
acquiring Covid-19 within the Hampden 
County correctional facilities, according 
to a joint press release from the sheriff 
and DA. 

Most halfway houses are not 
accepting any new clients until this pan- 
demic is under control, Cocchi said. 
Many of the inmates are self-report- 
ed as homeless and they need staffs’ 
assistance to find them an appropriate 
and safe living situation, “or we are just 
shifting the responsibility of care to our 
towns and cities,” according to the press 
release. 





SHAR E. , from page 1 


but we can all share a few snapshots 
of what life’s like with the kids in the 
house and the home office working over- 
time. Take a minute to send in an update 
on how you’re doing, what fun enrich- 
ment activities the kids have been up 
to, or anything else that’s made the past 
two weeks a special time in your home. 
Include full names of the writer or pho- 
tographer, and anyone visible in each 
photo. We’ ll print the best entries in next 
week’s newspaper, and in subsequent 


weeks as the state of emergency con- 
tinues. The best way to contact us is at 
thesun @turley.com. 

We would also be glad to publish 
Holyoke children’s artwork, essays or 
photos created during the school closure. 
Include the creator’s full name, age, and 
school attended. 

For all submissions, also include 
a telephone number and email address. 
We won’t publish this information, but 
may use it to verify identities or ask fol- 
low-up questions. 

Stay safe out there — and let us 
know how you're doing! 
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HOME WORKS 


Darlene A. Smith Benson, a proud 1968 alumna of Holyoke High School, shared her 
drawing of “Hope for the World during this very troubled time.” 


Submitted artwork 
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lrizamarie Maldonado, a seventh grader from Sullivan School, exercised her creativity with 
a public health warning. The Holyoke Sun wants to share your artwork from the past few 
weeks — and the coming few weeks — of staying at home. Two readers sent in their 
creations this week. To participate, send the work in JPEG format to thesun@turley.com. 
Please include the artist’s full name, grade level and school attended. We also welcome 
essays and photographs created during the school closure, and updates from families 
about how they’ve been coping with the changes in their daily routine — especially tips 
on how to keep busy, engaged and positive. 





City repurposes federal grants for social services, housing help 


To meet the increased commu- 
nity needs during the coronavirus state 
of emergency, Mayor Alex Morse and 
the Holyoke Office for Community 
Development are working with Holyoke’s 
public service agencies to redeploy 
Community Development Block Grant 
funds in ways that will provide immediate 
relief to residents. 

Womenshelter Compaferas, 
Providence Ministries and WestMass 
Eldercare, all of whom attend to the basic 
needs of food access and shelter, will each 
receive a 15 percent increase to their exist- 
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ing CDBG contracts, the maximum allow- 
able increase under federal government 
rules. 

Upon learning of the granted 
increase, Sarah Aasheim, director of com- 
munity programs for WestMass Eldercare, 
responded, “WMEC so appreciates this 
extra CDBG funding — it is so need- 
ed at this time to support our Meals on 
Wheels service expansion in response to 
the Covid-19 outbreak.” 

“In times of need, Holyokers have 
always worked together to find solutions 
for the greater good, ” said Morse. “I am 


proud that our public service agencies are 
coordinating together to protect the over- 
all health of the community.” 

In addition to the increased funds 
for life-sustaining services, Morse has 
announced a Covid-19 Loan Modification 
Policy for landlords who are currently 
participating in the Rental Neighborhood 
Improvement Program, which offers 
low-interest loans to rental property 
owners to provide safe, sanitary, decent 
housing for low- and moderate-income 
households. This voluntary six-month 
loan payment forbearance will impact 


approximately 25 rental properties. The 
new policy will reduce operating expens- 
es for property owners, allowing them 
to continue to meet the housing and ser- 
vice needs of their tenants even with 
anticipated income decreases. RNIP is 
also funded with CDBG funds from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

For additional information, contact 
the city of Holyoke Office for Community 
Development at 413-322-5610 or zoelle- 
ra@holyoke.org, or the RNIP administra- 
tor, OneHolyoke CDC, at 413-533-7101. 
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Holyoke Community College student wins honor for poetry 


As a student at Smith College in 
1955, a young Sylvia Plath won the pres- 
tigious Glascock Poetry Prize, launching 
her career as an esteemed poet and author 
of works such as her collection “Ariel” and 
autobiographical novel “The Bell Jar.” 

James Agee, Kenneth Koch, James 
Merrill, Katha Pollit, Muriel Rukeyser, 
Mark Halperin, and Mary Jo Salter are 
among the other famous writers who were 
also Glascock entrants. Judges in the annu- 
al, intercollegiate contest administered 
by Mount Holyoke College have over the 
years included the legendary poets Robert 
Frost, Seamus Heaney, Adrienne Rich, 
Richard Wilbur, William Carlos Williams, 
and Martin Espada, among others. 

On Monday, the 2020 Glascock 
Poetry Prize was awarded to Marissa 
Perez of Florence, a student at Holyoke 
Community College. 

“This is a huge deal,’ said HCC 
English professor Carolyn Zaikowsk1, 
who nominated Perez. “The contest is con- 
sidered a career starter, and it has never 
been won by a community college student 
before. I hope the academic writing com- 
munity will get the clear message here 
— that community college students are 
amazing and talented, and deserve to be 
taken seriously.” 

The annual poetry contest honors 
the memory of Kathryn Irene Glascock, a 
promising young poet who graduated from 
Mount Holyoke in 1922 and died of pneu- 
monia a year later. 

Andrea Lawlor, assistant professor 
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Holyoke Community College student Marissa Perez was recently awarded the Glascock Poetry 


Prize, whose past recipients include Sylvia Plath. 


of English at Mount Holyoke College, 
said Perez is the first community college 
student ever to compete in the Glascock 
Poetry Contest. The winner receives tro- 
phy and a cash award. 

Perez, a 24-year-old liberal arts major, 
is the 97th winner of the contest, believed 
to be the oldest intercollegiate poetry con- 
test in the United States. Students must 
be nominated by a faculty member at 
their college. A collection of their work is 
judged by a panel of three distinguished 
poets. This year’s judges were Kaveh 
Akbar, Franny Choi and Erica Hunt. 

“When it dawned on me what was 
happening, and what this would mean, 
I was euphoric,” Perez said. “Generally, 
I’ve been detached from the poetry world, 
as I’ve never been involved in any inner 


Submitted photo 


literary circles and don’t often share my 
work. The experience of participating was 
at once cathartic and terrifying. Kaveh 
Akbar, one of this year’s judges, is one of 
my most beloved contemporary poets.” 

Perez submitted eight poems for their 
consideration. 

“The selection team was comprised of 
exquisite writers whose company I initially 
felt I wasn’t worthy of,’ she said. “I felt 
I was giving a piece of my soul to these 
judges when I[ handed over the manuscript. 
It was raw, messy, and cathartic material. 
In the grand scheme of things, I realize 
I put my trust in them to take care of my 
work and give it life. ’m so honored and 
grateful to have been able to do such a 
thing.” 

In their comments, the judges wrote 


that they especially admired a poem called 
“Pacific Coast Highway,’ “for its pacing, 
emotion and its poetics of the winding line 
mirroring the winding road of California 
Route | itself,’ 

“T am sincerely fascinated by this 
poet’s often staggering treatment of lan- 
guage as the subject of their interrogation, 
language itself as the antidote to its own 
venom,” one judge said. “I’m excited to 
watch this poet continue to grow!” 

Zaikowski said she knew Perez was 
an exceptional writer from the first time 
she shared her work in their Creative 
Writing course. 

“The rest of the class knew it, too,” 
Zaikowski said. “In all of the genres we 
worked in, she had a bone-level radar for 
a particular mix of the personal and the 
political, and a way of using subtle, sur- 
prising images, moods, and lyricism to 
convey it.” 

At one point, Zaikowski said, she sat 
down with Perez and asked her what kind 
of writer she wanted to be. 

“There are a couple types of writ- 
ers,’ Zaikowski said: “Writers who write 
as a hobby, and writers who kind of feel 
like they would not know who they were 
or that they’d die inside if they couldn’t 
write. I asked her what category she was 
in. I knew the answer already, but she con- 
firmed she was in the latter. And I felt like 
she wasn’t just writing for herself, she was 
using her writing skills to articulate, and 
try to heal, larger social issues. The world 
needs more voices like that.” 
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On Monday, March 30, the HCC 
Foundation launched “Together HCC 
— A Campaign for Caring.” As part of 
that campaign, students, staff, faculty, 
alumni, relatives and friends of the col- 
lege are being asked to use the hashtag 
#TogetherHCC to share stories and images 
on social media that show the strength of 
the college community in response to the 
Covid-19 crisis. 

Royal’s $10,000 commitment also 
includes a challenge to gather 1,000 
contributions of any kind toward the 
#TogetherHCC campaign. That includes 


Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 


monetary donations as well as social 
media posts on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram, as well as email submissions 
that describe an inspirational tale or mes- 
sages of encouragement relating to the 
pandemic. 

“This is an unprecedented time in our 
history that can only be navigated if we 
work together,” said Royal. “Our cam- 
paign for caring enables members of our 
community to offer encouragement to one 
another and provide inspiration. The finan- 
cial investments and kind words offered 
through this campaign are vitally import- 
ant to our students’ success and to the 
well-being of every member of our com- 
munity.” 


ees 
es 
AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
« State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


Besides scholarships, the HCC 
Foundation manages several funds that 
directly support students facing financial 
emergencies, as well as those experienc- 
ing food and housing insecurity. These 
include the President’s Student Emergency 
Fund, which was established by Royal, 
and another that supports HCC’s Thrive 
Student Resource Center, which manages 
the HCC Food Pantry. 

“This has been, and continues to be, 
a stressful and challenging time for every- 
one,” said Amanda Sbriscia, HCC’s vice 
president of institutional advancement and 
executive director of the HCC Foundation, 
the college’s nonprofit fundraising corpo- 
ration. “The Covid-19 crisis has turned the 


world upside down, and amidst this uncer- 
tainty, we still need to do everything we 
can to provide our students with the educa- 
tion and support they deserve. Meanwhile, 
our students are facing all kinds of chal- 
lenges in their own lives. Together HCC 
isn’t just about providing financial sup- 
port for them, it’s also about providing 
moral support. Through this campaign we 
want to let our students and other members 
of the college community know that it’s 
going to be OK, and that we are all in this 
together.” 

For more information about the cam- 
paign or to contribute, visit hcc.edu/togeth- 
er or email Julie Phillips, coordinator of 
alumni relations, at jphillips@hcc.edu. 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z, Debian D.M.D, * John P, Griffin, D.D.S. 
# Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. * Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available ond 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 


newspaper. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Holyoke 
Sun 








A Special Thank You 


To the people on the front line fighting 
the war against Covid-19. 






LOCAL 


OY) 
IS KNOCKING 


STAFF WRITER 
at @h-) ato), | 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 


From the 280 teammates of Pete's Tire Barns, Inc. serving 


the transportation and farms of New England. 
their advertisement the 


first time it appears. (Trucks Move America) 


This paper will not be 


responsible for more 
Qualifications should include: 

¢ Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 

*Own camera and photography experience preferred 

¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 

¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 


an advertisement to a Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 


Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


www.petestire.com 
greater extent than the 


cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 





Check us out on the web WWW.SUN.turley.com 


advertisement. 
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Editorial 
Be bear aware 
this spring 


hough it’s beginning to look like our 

shared community life will never 

emerge from its coronavirus hiberna- 

tion, spring is definitely in the air — and the 
bears are waking up. 

Soon, flowers will be in full bloom, 
temperatures will climb above 60 degrees, 
and the state will stock ponds and rivers with 
trout. Just as the rising temperatures and 
blossoming woods inspire folks to get out- 
side, another group of mammals will also be 
walking around: the black bear. 

Though downtown Holyoke is about 
as urban as Western Massachusetts gets, 
it’s surrounded by wooded areas, including 
Mount Tom and reservoir properties with- 
in the city’s boundaries. Holyoke was bear 
country before any human ever dug a canal 
or built a house. It isn’t a question of wheth- 
er bears will make their way into the city’s 
residential neighborhoods — it’s when. 

While bears may be intimidating and 
strike fear in the minds of many people, 
bears and people often peacefully coexist 
with little to no contact. In some instances, 
they cause property damage to gardens and 
bird feeders as they search for a quick meal. 
In most, the bear comes away with a bad 
reputation or with a bounty on its head. 

According to the Massachusetts 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, there are 
at least 4,500 black bears statewide. Those 
bears are now active and in search of food. 
To avoid property damage or the possible 
killing of a bear, MassWildlife encourages 
folks to remove bird feeders, garbage and 
compost from outside their homes, and to 
properly secure chickens, beehives and any 
livestock. 

Perhaps their most important piece of 
advice 1s to “keep bears wild,” never feeding 
the animals intentionally or even uninten- 
tionally by leaving pet dishes or other food 
sources outdoors. Officials say most nui- 
sance situations can be avoided by removing 
food or modifying human behavior. 

Rather than using bird feeders, officials 
suggest planting native plants and adding 
water features, which may help to increase 
the attractiveness to birds while reducing the 
unnatural feeding of bears and other poten- 
tial nuisance animals. 

When composting, folks should 
avoid adding meat, oily and sweet-smell- 
ing or -tasting materials. Such products 
attract bears and other animals. Garbage, 
MassWildlife says, should be placed outside 
just prior to pickup and stored in closed con- 
tainers in a garage or outbuilding. 

Even when cubs are present, officials 
remind folks it is uncommon for a bear to 
attack. Mother bears often send their cubs 
up trees to avoid danger and won’t let them 


See BEAR, page 7 








Each week, The Holyoke Sun will feature a photo of a distinctive place, landmark, 
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Test scores show decline in achievement 


In Efrain Martinez’s letter to the edi- 
tor dated March 27, 2020, he provided an 
alternative view to what we presented to the 
Holyoke City Council on March 9, 2020. At 
that time, we claimed, among other things, 
that the increase in graduation rates at 
Holyoke High School was due to a lowering 
of academic, attendance and behavioral stan- 
dards, and not increased achievement. 

Let us look at some of the current data 
which illustrates our concerns regarding 
achievement. This data can be found at pro- 
files.doe.mass.edu. 


2019 MCAS Data 

e Grades 3-8, ELA, Math and Science: 
Holyoke scores range from the lowest to 
third-lowest in the state. 

e Grade 10 ELA: Holyoke is fifth-low- 
est in the state. The scores declined by 3.8 
CPI points from 2018; the state Composite 
Performance Index (CPI) stayed the same. 

e Grade 10 math: Holyoke is sec- 
ond-lowest in the state. The scores declined 
by 5.6 CPI points from 2018; the state CPI 
increased by 0.3 points. Holyoke grade 10 
MCAS math scores have not been this low 
since 2009. 

e Grade 10 science: Holyoke is sec- 
ond-lowest in the state. The scores declined 
by 8.2 CPI points from 2018; the state CPI 
declined by 0.2 points. Holyoke grade 10 
MCAS science scores have not been this low 
since 2012. 

e In every grade level and subject where 
Holyoke is not the lowest, Southbridge, 
another district in receivership, is below 
Holyoke. 


Grade 10 MCAS overview 
e Grade 10 MCAS tests are subject tests 





sculpture, sign or other recognizable object located somewhere in the city. 


Think you know what or where it is? Readers are encouraged to submit their guesses to 
“Hidden in Holyoke” via email to TheSun@Turley.com. In order to qualify for the weekly 
contest, entries must be received by Wednesday at noon for inclusion into Friday’s edition. 
Please include your full name with your guess in an email to TheSun @turley.com. If more than 
one correct answer is received, the names of all those who submitted guesses will be listed. 
For more information, contact The Holyoke Sun at 413-283-8398. 
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and the scores required to pass the exams 
have historically been very low. In 2019, 
the minimum passing scores were: ELA, 41 
percent; math, 22 percent; and science, 33 
percent. Given the fact that the test is grade 
level and the passing score is very low, pass- 
ing the 10th grade MCAS only indicates that 
a student has a fundamental understanding 
of ninth and 10th grade standards. 


Advanced Placement 
e Since receivership, 779 students took 
1,451 AP exams, and 1,050 exams were 
failed. This failing percentage of 72.4 per- 
cent is one of the highest in the state. 


Accountability Percentile 

e From the Massachusetts Schools 
Accountability system: the accountability 
percentile (between 1 and 99) is a school’s 
overall performance relative to other 
schools in the state that serve similar grades. 
Holyoke High School’s percentile was 11 in 
2015 and 2 in 2019. 

¢ In 2015, before receivership, six out of 
nine schools in Holyoke were in the lowest 
10th percentile. In 2019, seven out of nine 
schools were in the lowest 10th percentile. 

Mr. Martinez says our claim implies 
we do not believe our students are capable 
of “higher performance unless standards are 
lowered.” This could not be further from 
the truth. By lowering the standards for our 
students, we are not providing them the edu- 
cational opportunity they deserve and need 
to be successful members of society. By 
lowering standards, we are providing them 
and their parents with the fallacy that they 
received an adequate education, whereas 


See SCORES, page 7 





Last week’s “Hidden in Holyoke” 
was Holyoke District Court 
as seen from the 
Korean War Veterans Plaza, 
opposite from the City Hall Annex. 
It was correctly guessed by 
Gail Bergeron, Don Diller, 
Dexter and Alice Gess, David Sacks, 
Fred Wanat, and Jay Whelihan. 
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“Not being able to see 
my people has been 
crazy-making. ... 

I didn't realize how 





much of my job includes 
building relationships 
with people.” 


The Rev. Marisa Egerstrom 
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Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


Text service helps families keep learning 


With the closures of schools and 
early education centers as a result of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 413fami- 
lies texting program and its partners are 
utilizing this platform to reach families 
with young children to provide texts with 
important information, free resources and 
activities, and gift card giveaways for 
families. 

Recognizing that schools are closed 
and families are together at home, with 
many parents serving as teachers for their 
children, the program provides important, 
timely information with two to three text 


messages per week, such as free meal 
sites in Springfield and Holyoke, as well 
as free educational activities that families 
can do together at home. 

413families also engages with its 
opt-ins through interactive giveaway 
texts. For example, a recent text asked 
families to share a photo of how they are 
learning at home, for a chance to win a 
Big Y gift card. 

The 413families community tex- 
ting program, which launched in 2016, 
now has 3,700 local families opted in. In 
2018, 413families expanded to Holyoke. 


The campaign is a collaboration 
among seven community organizations: 
the Reading Success by 4th Grade initia- 
tive, convener of the program; Springfield 
City Library; Springfield Museums; 
Home City Families/Springfield Public 
Schools; WGBY Public Television; 
Baystate New Beginnings; and the 
Holyoke Early Literacy Initiative (HELI). 

Throughout the year, 413families 
sends two to three messages per week 
that include reading and parenting tips 
as well as information about events and 
giveaways, including free tickets to com- 
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munity events, bookstore gift cards, and 
Pride Stores gift cards. 

Those who opt in to the 413fami- 
lies texting program have the option to 
receive messages in English or Spanish. 
To receive messages in English, simply 
text the keyword 413families to 313131; 
and to receive messages in Spanish, text 
the keyword 413familias to 313131. To 
receive Holyoke-specific messages, text 
413familiesH to 313131 (English) or 
413familiasH to 313131 (Spanish). For 
more information or to join online, visit 
www.413families.com. 





State taking signups for coronavirus emergency text alerts 


Gov. Charlie Baker on Tuesday 
announced the launch of a new text- 
based notification system to deliv- 
er important information about 
Massachusetts’ response to the coronavi- 
rus pandemic. 

“Throughout this outbreak, we have 
consistently reminded our residents to 
get their information from trusted sourc- 
es. Today we’re making that easier,” 
said Baker. “With the addition of this 
new communication tool, we’re making 
it easier for everyone to stay informed 
about state actions and important 
announcements related to Covid-19.” 

The new messaging tool called 
“AlertsMA” will allow residents to sub- 
scribe to real-time notifications by tex- 
ting the keyword COVIDMA to 888-777. 
After signing up, state and public health 
officials can send short messages and 
links to information directly to a resi- 
dent’s cell phone or other mobile device. 


“Being well-informed during this 
public health emergency, and follow- 
ing health officials’ advice, can help us 
to slow and eventually stop the spread 
of Covid-19 in our communities,” said 
Marylou Sudders, the state’s Covid-19 
Command Center director. “Staying con- 
nected with our residents is a central part 
of our response.” 

The AlertsMA notifications can be 
used to share news, prevention informa- 
tion, and help connect residents to infor- 
mation that they are looking for through 
other public information channels, such 
as the state’s information line, 2-1-1, and 
website searches on mass. gov. 

The state Executive Office of 
Technology Services and Security part- 
nered with Everbridge, whose platform 
powers AlertsMA, to bring the notifica- 
tion service online during the Covid-19 
response. Everbridge is a Massachusetts- 
based company located in Burlington. 





S UR VE A from page 1 


may exist in resources currently available 
from the state, federal and local gov- 
ernments, as well as other agencies that 
provide services. 

Businesses are asked to share how 
the Covid-19 crisis is affecting their 


organization, whether it is positive or 
negative. The information will be used to 
inform the partnership’s efforts. Survey 
responses are due Monday, April 6. 

A link to the survey, as well as other 
coronavirus- and business aid-related 
resources, can be found at covid19ghcc. 
wixsite.com/businessresources. 





S CORE. S, from page 6 


in reality, these lower standards merely 
serve to boost the illusory success of 
educational bureaucrats. 

If it is true that the state is in the 
process of “developing an exit strategy,” 
now is the time for the teachers, parents 
and citizens of Holyoke to participate 
in the process. Let’s move our public 
schools in a direction which upholds 
standards and increases achievement 
while also accommodating the complex 
needs of our students. 


This letter was signed by 77 for- 
mer Holyoke school teachers and admin- 
istrators: Dorothy Albrecht, Elicia 
Andrews, Doug Arnold, Michael Athas, 
Joy Bartley, Barbara Bernard, Diane 
Borowski, Animesh Bose, Margaret 
Brown, Elizabeth Butler, Angela Cartier, 
Joan Cavanaugh, Mary Cochran, Roger 
Cook, Gerry Corradino, Elizabeth 
DeJesus, Helen Donahoe, Chester 


Dudley, Mary Ann Dunn, Kathy Dunn, 
Lynn Dutsar, Patricia Eagan, Judy 
Falcetti, Marc Feinberg, Tony Fernandes, 
Mark Folta, Allen Gagnon, Sheryl 
Gelinas, Gerry Girouard, Michael Gill, 
Diane Godek, Nicole Henry, Darlene 
Henshaw, Patti Jennings, Beth Kane, 
Doryn Kelly, Robert Lastowski, David 
Lawrence, Louise Lawrence, Lorenda 
Lewis-Carmen, Charlene Mahoney, 
Paula Marcotte, Joann Marcotte, 
Laurie Marvel, Olivia Mausel, Ellen 
McDonough, Lee McGarrigle, Michael 
McKenna, Kathy McMahon, Marie 
Mew, Gus Morales, Noreen Moriarty, 
Susan Napolitano, Kristin Newell, 
Gary O’Connor, Mary Anne O’Connor, 
Patricia O’Donnell, Eileen O’ Neil, 
Judy Parker, Barbara Pasternak, Sonia 
Pope, Audrey Poulin, Sandy Rigali, Jill 
Reardon, Peter Rego, Linda Rex, Jim 
Ripa, James Rossmeisl, John Roth, Sally 
Stocking, Elizabeth Syrek-Lacey, Sharon 
Szostkiewicz, Susan Tawrell, Thomas 
Tisdell, Halina Wilkes, Nancy Zenisky, 
Tony Zebrowski. 





BEAR , from page 6 


down until the threat is gone. If an 
encounter with any bear occurs, people 
should calmly back away and avoid 
running, talking calmly. 

In the rare circumstances when a 
black bear may show aggressive behav- 
ior, folks should stand their ground and 
fight back if necessary. Make noise, 
wave arms or branches and look bigger 
than the bear. 


More information about living with 
bears may be found online at mass.gov/ 
bears. 

While bears may be intimidating, 
their presence is often a natural occur- 
rence. By being proactive and being 
aware of our own behavior, we can 
keep it that way. 


Tell us what you think — and what 
you see. Send letters to the editor or 
your bear and other wildlife sightings 
to thesun@ turley.com. 


The company’s notification service is 
assisting the public health response 
around the country, including New York 
City, San Francisco, and Houston. 

“During this public health emergen- 
cy, it is increasingly important that we 
leverage technology to enhance our abil- 
ity to communicate with the residents 
and businesses of the commonwealth,” 
said Technology Services and Security 
Secretary Curtis M. Wood. “This text 
message notification service is a tool that 
reaches people in the easiest way possi- 
ble — on their mobile devices — to keep 
them informed on the latest updates from 
the commonwealth.” 

“Statewide public notification sys- 
tems like AlertsMA will keep people 
safe and businesses running when critical 
events occur,’ said David Meredith, CEO 
of Everbridge. “With our headquarters 
here in Massachusetts, Everbridge proud- 
ly serves the commonwealth as their 
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statewide mass notification provider, 
keeping citizens informed during Covid- 
19. We would like to thank the governor 
and the state for their continued prioriti- 
zation on emergency readiness, response 
and communications.” 

The state will promote the service 
on mass.gov, through digital displays and 
billboards at the MBTA, via MassDOT, 
and through social media. 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Female parents 

2. Region 

3. Transaction 

4. Heroic tale 

5. Of algae 

6. Luminous intensity unit 

7. Uncovers 

8. French commune 
name 

9, Poisonous gas 

10. Pearl Jam’s bassist 

11. Horse groom in India 

13. Destroyed 

17. A way to alter 

24. Promotional materials 

25. American state 

26. Extinct flightless bird 
of New Zealand 

27. “Modern Family” 
network 

28. Last or greatest in 
an indefinitely large 
series 

29. Exercise system __-bo 


Small intestine 35. Type of bulb 

36. Opposite of beginning 

37. Utilize 

38. Type of student 

40. Deficiency of moisture 

41. Areas of the eye 

42. Select 

43, Sheets of floating ice 

44. Priests who act as 
mediums 

45. Roof of the mouth 

47. Unnatural 

48. Illuminated 

49. There are three 
famous ones 

o2. Large, fast Australian 
birds 

53. “Dracula” heroine 
Harker 

54. Subsititutes (abbr.) 

55. Tax 

62. IEEE 

63. Yew 

64. Sass 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. Bond villain Mikkelsen 39. Excessively theatrical 


actor 

42. |nfraction 

44. Classical music for the 
stage 

46. Slogged 

47. One who terminates 

49. Breakfast is an 
important one 

90. Moved earth 

51. Medical procedures 

56. Genus of clams 

57. Not well 

98. Comparative figure of 
speech 

59. Covered thinly with 
gold 

60. Principle underlying 
the universe 

61.A parent’s sisters 

62. Professional 
engineering group 

63. Coniferous tree 

64. Impudence 


5. A team’s best pitcher 

8. French river 

12. Mountain nymph 
(Greek) 

14, City of Angels airport 

15. Military force 

16. Scrawny 

18. Value 

19. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.) 

20. Highly seasoned 
sausage 

21. Trouble 

22. Prong 

23. Showing varying 
colors 

26. Cloaked 

30. Renters sign one 

31. Acquires 

32. Type of language 
(abbr.) 

33. Partner to pains 

34. Third portion of the 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 13 
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> In The News 


Undocumented worker fund seeks donations 


The Pioneer Valley Workers 
Center this week launched the Undocu- 
Worker Solidarity Fund 413 to assist 
undocumented workers in Western 
Massachusetts who have lost their jobs 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic but are 
excluded from unemployment insurance 
and other federally funded safety net 
programs. 

“Undocumented immigrant par- 
ents are terrified right now about how 
they will sustain their children and pay 
their rent without any income,” said 
Jose Martinez, vice president of the 
PVWC Board of Directors. “This fund 
is deeply needed by our members and 
by all undocumented workers in Western 
Massachusetts to survive this pandem- 
lene 

The Undocu-Worker Solidarity 
Fund 413 has an initial goal of raising 


$50,000 from the community to distrib- 
ute in small grants to undocumented 
workers in several industries in Western 
Massachusetts, including restaurants, 
farming and construction. 

“We are glad this fund is being 
established and hope that the community 
will support it,’ said Laurie Millman, 
executive director of the Center for New 
Americans. “There is a need for commu- 
nity support of all the immigrants who 
help to power our economy but do not 
benefit from the public support that is 
being offered.” 

Some community members have 
created a pledge form to promise the 
donation of their federal stimulus check 
to the fund. Others are setting up social 
fundraisers to raise money from friends 
and family. 

For more information on contribut- 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 


this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for The Sun, please email thesun@turley.com. 
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ARK MULC 
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18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce ¢ Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown — 
Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil * Seasoned Firewood Ed facebook. 


Now CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 


We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 





We've learned a lot lately about what that 


ing to the fund, visit pyworkerscenter. 
org/undocu-fund. 

“The Covid-19 pandemic is shed- 
ding light on what our movement has 
always known: the most essential work- 
ers who keep our society running are 
treated as the most disposable,” said 
Andrea Schmid, co-director and lead 
organizer at PVWC. “Undocumented 
workers are currently facing an impos- 
sible situation — when laid off, they 
do not have access to unemployment or 
government benefits. If they continue to 
work, they are exposed to the virus but 
have minimal to no access to testing, 
treatment, or health care. This fund is a 
concrete way to support our members, 
and all undocumented workers across 
the valley.” 

The fund will begin accepting appli- 
cations for aid after an initial period of 


fundraising to meet the need. All immi- 
grant workers in Western Massachusetts 
are welcome to apply. PVWC hopes to 
assist all who apply. To administer the 
fund, PVWC will direct 10 percent of 
the money raised to staffing costs. 

“Unemployed immigrants are 
so desperate to support their families, 
many are being hired now to join Covid 
deep-cleaning crews, scrubbing surfaces 
in businesses and grocery stores that 
likely contain the virus,’ Martinez said. 
“These jobs face grave danger and insuf- 
ficient protection. Together we need to 
organize and also support one another.” 

PVWC also supports other 
funds supporting workers and immi- 
grants in Massachusetts, such as the 
MassUndocuFund, One Fair Wage Fund, 
and the Cosecha Undocumented Worker 
Fund. 





Veterans can apply for tax work-off 


Applications are being taken this 
month for Holyoke’s Veteran Tax Work- 
Off Program. 

In exchange for working at govern- 
ment offices over the course of a year, 
veterans can receive an abatement of 
their next year’s property taxes of up to 
$1,500 per year. 

The deadline to apply is Friday, 
April 24. An application can be found 
at www.holyoke.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/2020/03/TaxReduction2021-1. 
pdf. Hours must be worked between 
July 1 and Nov. 30 of this year. 

The program is open to any veter- 
an, as defined by chapter 4, section 7, 
clause 43 of state law, who owns prop- 
erty in and pays real estate taxes to the 
city of Holyoke. The program partici- 
pant’s name must appear on the property 
deed. 

The tax abatement will be earned 
on a per-hour basis, at $12.75 per hour. 
Working 117 hours will earn the maxi- 
mum abatement of $1,500; no additional 
credit will be given for hours worked 
beyond 117. Those who work fewer than 
117 hours will earn a pro-rated abate- 
ment. 

Individuals will be chosen for jobs 
at city departments based on what best 


means. Most importantly, we've been 


reminded of the strength and resilience 


within our community. 


As a community bank, we're pledging to 


support those around us in new ways. 


matches their qualifications and skills. 
Applicants will be interviewed by the 
department supervisor of the posi- 
tion for which they have been placed. 
Program participants may not work for 
relatives who are city employees. 

There will be a two-week proba- 
tionary period to assess the appropriate- 
ness of the placement. A participant may 
be assigned to more than one depart- 
ment, if necessary to accumulate enough 
hours to qualify for the full abatement. 

Time sheets will be filled out by 
the department supervisor on a week- 
ly or monthly basis and submitted to 
the city’s veterans services director. A 
final accounting of time worked will 
be submitted to the city assessor. The 
abatement will then be applied to the 
following fiscal year’s property tax bills. 

Eligible senior citizens who are 
also veterans can elect to participate in 
either the veterans’ or senior citizens’ 
tax work-off plan. 

No applicant is guaranteed a posi- 
tion. A lottery system may be used if 
there are more applicants than available 
positions. Preference will be given to 
first-time applicants. Individuals previ- 
ously chosen for the program may re-ap- 
ply in subsequent years. 


OUTSIDE 


of the 


lf you have questions, concerns or feel 
that we can help, please reach out to our 
Customer Care Center at 800-322-8233, 
or visit countrybank.com/COVID19 for 
more information. 


BIG 


BOX 


SUPPORT 
COMMUNITY 
BUSINESSES 


SING Asem 
4 MATTERS, 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 


Keeping our distance can’t keep us from 
sticking together. 


— YOUR FRIENDS AT COUNTRY BANK 
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Mazza finishes off 
amazing career for 
Tigers hockey 











Es sports@turley.com 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Mike Mazza was a key member of the South Hadley (formerly South 
Hadley-Holyoke co-op) hockey team for the past few years. He recently 
finished a great career with more than 100 points. 


ys) @turleysports 


By Tim Peterson 
sports@turley.com 


Mike Mazza was the lone 
freshmen on the 2016-17 South 
Hadley varsity hockey team, 
which captured the Western 
Massachusetts Division 3A 
championship title with a 3-2 
Overtime victory against rival 
Chicopee. 

Mazza helped the hockey 
team advanced into the 2017 
finals by scoring a breakaway 
goal in a 4-2 semifinal victory 
against Amherst. 

At the time, the team was 
a co-op with Holyoke High 
School, though that partnership 


_£ acebook.com/turleysports 


was ended after last season. 

Mazza gave his thoughts 
about being the youngest play- 
er on the 2017 championship 
hockey team. 

“We won the Western 
Mass. title when I was a fresh- 
man and it was a great experi- 
ence for me,” he said. “It was 
probably the best moment of 
my entire life.” 

Three years later, Mazza is 
the last remaining player from 
the 2017 championship team. 
He was also the only senior 
listed on this year’s Tigers var- 
sity hockey roster. 

“It’s a little bit different 
being the only senior on the 





www.sports.turley.com 








hockey team. You usually have 
a group of six or seven guys 
from one grade, who’s been 
playing together each year, 
“said Mazza, who was the 
Tigers captain this season. “I’ve 
only known some of the kids 
on this year’s hockey team for a 
couple of years, but we’ve built 
a great bond.” We’re like one 
big family.” 

The Tigers entered the 
2020 Western Mass. tourna- 
ment as the fifth seed with an 
11-7-2 record. 

They began their postsea- 
son journey with a 5-2 quar- 


See MAZZA, page 10 





Latest school closure threatens 
cancellation of spring tournaments 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The extended school closure 
imposed by Gov. Charlie Baker 
last week has now called into 
question whether or not school 
will resume in the 2019-2020 
school year, but also whether or 
not there will even be a shortened 
regular season for spring sports 
in 2020. 

Numerous schools have stu- 
dents chomping at the bit to get 
on fields and courts, but the latest 
closure extension threatens any of 
that from happening, as well as 
puts the postseason tournament in 
serious jeopardy. 

MIAA officials and the 
Board of Directors were sched- 
uled to have another meet- 


ing to weigh guidance from 
the Tournament Management 
Committee about the prospect of 
having the tournament. 

The current plan was to open 
up practices for spring sports on 
Monday, April 27. Games could 
begin on Monday, May 4. 

Last week, Baker announced 
an extension of the school closure 
to Monday, May 4. However, 
depending on how the pandem- 
ic numbers shake out, social 
distancing orders could be lifted 
sooner. Players could hit fields 
before school resumes much like 
they do during the summertime 
preparing for fall sports. 

While it remains a possibil- 
ity, the MIAA has not discussed 
the possibility of the entire spring 
season being cancelled. However, 


the board of directors did agree 
that if spring sports did not begin 
before April 27, there would be 
no tournament action. 

On March 26, the MIAA 
described the additional school 
closure as a fluid situation. The 
MIAA hopes to provide an 
update sometime this week. 

“Among TMC recommenda- 
tions to the Board 1s that if there 
iS a spring season start date of 
after April 27, there will not be an 
MIAA tournament,” the MIAA 
website states. “This recom- 
mendation, as well as a plan to 
save a spring season for MIAA 
student-athletes will be the sub- 
stance of a March 30 Board 
meeting.” 


See CLOSURE, page 10 


Blue Sox 


Blue Sox 
President 
Fred Ciaglo 
announced 
today the hiring 
of Kate Avard 
and the team’s 
new General 
Manager. 

Avard, 22, 
will be returning 
to the Blue Sox 
organization 
after interning with the team 
during the 2016 season. The 
Easthampton resident, orig- 
inally from Holyoke, is a 
graduate of the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst 
where she earned a B.S. 





degree in Sport Management 





Kate Avard 


City native to lead 


in 2020 


from the Isenberg 
School of 
Management and a 
B.S. degree study- 
ing kinesiology 
from the School of 
Public Health and 
Health Sciences. 
“We’re very 
excited to appoint 
Kate as our new 
General Manager,” 
said Ciaglo. 
“Having previously served 
as one of our interns, she 
knows the culture and com- 
munity-oriented mission of 
our organization. Given her 
education in sport manage- 


See BLUE SOX, page 10 
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» Sports 


Summer Challenge announced for Thompson Speedway 


THOMPSON, Conn. -- Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park and Save 
The Purse jointly announced on Thursday 
that competitors in the NASCAR Weekly 
Racing Series Late Model division will 
have three, 50-lap feature races in 2020 
as part of a new Late Model Mid-Summer 
Challenge. 

A group of competitors joined togeth- 
er over the offseason to form Save The 
Purse, a group that has come up with addi- 
tional purse money through sponsors and 
have put it towards these special events. 
The group is run by recognized racing 
crew member Brad Martel. 

Each of the three events will pay 
$2,000 to the winner, $1,000 for second 
and $750 for third. A full purse will be 
distributed to the top 25 competitors. The 
races will take place as part of the three 
standalone NASCAR Weekly Racing 
Series events scheduled for June 3, July 8 


and Aug. 5. 

Thompson Speedway is committed to 
the future of oval track racing and in 2020 
has planned a six-race NASCAR schedule. 
With the addition of a night of double fea- 
tures for all five NASCAR divisions, com- 
petitors will have the chance to run seven 
feature races. 

These Late Model special events are 
going to be a must-watch for all race fans. 

“Watching a group of racers come 
together and come up with funds to 
increase the purse is something special, 
and we are happy to work with them,” 
Terry Eames, the General Manager of 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, 
said. “We’re looking forward to watch- 
ing competitors race for this extra purse 
money while running some extra laps. 
Fans won’t want to miss these special 
events.” 

“We were determined to come up 


with the best possible solution to increase 
the purse value at Thompson in 2020,” 
Brad Martel, the Director of Save The 
Purse, said. “We’re looking forward to 
watching a competitive division competed 
in double their normal distance for some 
extra cash.” 

Sponsors included in the Mid- 
Summer Classic will be announced later. 
As part of these special night events, the 
NASCAR Weekly Racing Series Sunoco 
Modifieds, SK Light Modifieds, Limited 
Sportsman and Mini Stocks will join the 
action. 

Thompson Speedway also runs in 
the Late Model program under American 
Canadian Tour rules, and in 2020, will 
also be part of the New England Late 
Model Challenge Cup. Thompson is 
one of five tracks in the program — one 
that will have all scheduled weekly Late 
Model events eligible to receive points 


towards winning the Cup. ACT will take 
the 10 best finishes for each registered 
driver across all five tracks and count it 
towards the drivers totals, with a special 
points system in place based on a driver’s 
feature finishes and event car counts, with 
bonus points for wins and cars passed. 
With the three events paying additional 
purse, these could be races that drivers 
across New England elect to attend to earn 
crucial points. 

With COVID-19 sweeping through 
the United States, Thompson officials have 
been forced to update the 2020 sched- 
ule. Currently, the 46th annual Icebreaker 
presented by Liquid Death is tentatively 
scheduled for May 15-16. A full schedule 
of postponed events will be released later. 

For more information on Thompson 
Speedway Motorsports Park, visit thomp- 
sonpeedway.com and follow the track on 
social media. 





Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
looking for new players 


The Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new players 
for the upcoming 2020 season, which 
is set to begin near the end of April. 
The league is seeking players ages 28 
and up. Players turning 28 this year 
are eligible. However, only players 30 
and older can pitch. The league plays 
15 regular season games with games 
being held mostly on Sundays with a 
couple of weekday games thrown in 
the mix as well as a special Mother’s 


Day Saturday game in early May. If 
interested in trying out, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. The rules of 
the league and new player forms can be 
found on the site. 

For further information, you can 
contact the league’s commissioner, Jim 
Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or call 
him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts will 
be taking place in the early weeks of 
April, weather permitting, with a draft 
following the tryouts. 


Sign-ups ongoing for Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League 


The Quabbin Valley Over-30 
Baseball League is seeking new players 
for 2020 season. The league has six 
teams, several with open roster spots. 
Last year, the league voted to allow 
players age 28 and 29 to be able to 
join the league, though players under 
30 are not eligible to pitch. The cost 
of the league this season is $192. For 
players new to the league, there will be 
a workout held in early April prior to 





the league’s annual draft. Players will 


have an opportunity to showcase their 
skills before being selected to a team 
for the season. The season is 15 regular 
season games plus at least one play- 
off game. Games are nine innings and 
metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats are 
allowed. Fields locations are through- 
out Western Mass. For more informa- 
tion on the league, or if you are inter- 
ested in registering, go to https://www. 
quabbinvalleybaseball.org/. The league 
is also in Facebook. 





MAZZA , from page 9 


terfinal victory against fourth-seeded 
Chicopee at the Olympia Ice Center 
in West Springfield on Feb. 25. The 
Tigers would lose in the semifinals to 
Greenfield. 

“Chicopee has always been one of 
our biggest rivals,’ Mazza said. “We 
always want to beat them in every 
game.” 

Mazza finished that match with 
three assists, which included his 100th 
career point (goals and assists). 

“Tt’s a very cool milestone, but my 
main objective is to win every game,” 
he said. 

Unfortunately, Mazza’s outstand- 


ing hockey career came to an end four 
days later when the Tigers suffered a 
4-2 semifinal loss to the top-seeded 
Greenfield Green Wave. 

“Mike has been a phenomenal hock- 
ey player for us during the past four 
years,” said South Hadley head coach 
Larry Camus. “He’s a very special kid.” 

Mazza scored the tying goal at the 
beginning of the second period of the 
semifinal match, but the Green Wave 
scored a pair of late goals and they 
advanced to the Western Mass. finals for 
the first time since 2008. 

Mazza didn’t have any of his class- 
mates as his teammates on the hockey 
team as a sophomore or a junior either. 

“All of my classmates decided to 


play basketball or they did something 
else,’ he said. “Since I was a little kid, 
playing hockey has always been my 
favorite thing to do. It’s very special 
being a member of this team.” 

The Tigers didn’t qualify for the 
postseason when Mazza was a sopho- 
more. 

“We didn’t win very many games 
when I was a sophomore, but it was still 
a fun season,’ Mazza said. “We lost a lot 
of players from the championship team 
and it was a rebuilding season for us.” 

A year ago, South Hadley finished 
the regular season with a 13-5-2 record, 
but they lost to Easthampton in the quar- 
terfinals. 


Mazza was a member of the Tigers 


top line this season, along with junior 
Matt Brunelle and sophomore Joe Meon. 

“Matt is one of the best line mates 
that I’ve ever played with. He knows 
how to put the puck into the net,” Mazza 
said. “Joe is a first-year member of our 
hockey team, but the three of us became 
a very strong line.” 

This past fall, Mazza was a mem- 
ber of the Tigers golf team, which is 
coached by David Blanchette. He’ll be 
wrapping up his high school athletic 
career this spring as an outfielder for the 
varsity baseball team, which is coached 
by Matt Foley. 

Mazza is planning on going to col- 
lege next year, but he hasn’t finalized 
those plans yet. 
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This recent news from the Governor is 
surreal. The MIAA will continue to moni- 
tor this fluid situation and provide updates 
regarding spring sports as soon as they are 
made available. Thank you all for your 
flexibility, understanding and patience. 
Support and guidance to our schools, stu- 
dent-athletes and to you, our membership, 
is priority during this uncertain time. 

The spring season has been delayed in 
the past due to late winter snow that spe- 
cifically shuts down baseball and softball 
games till the second or even third week of 
April. But there has never been a shutdown 
of action this lengthy. 

However, last year, constant rain did 
wreak havoc on the regular season. In all 


there was a week of delay to start the sea- 
son, plus more than a dozen full-fledged 
rain days that postponed action throughout 
the spring and resulted in an additional 
week being added to the regular season. 

If spring sports are able to commence 
on April 27, the regular season would be 
extended out until June 10, with playoffs to 
follow in the two weeks after that. 

The spring season includes the most 
number of sports played in the least period 
of time, usually about eight weeks. Spring 
sports include: Baseball, softball, boys 
lacrosse, girls lacrosse, girls track, boys 
track, boys tennis, girls tennis, and boys 
volleyball. 

Athletes have been shut down since 
March 10 during the state tournament 
week. Spring practices never happened. 





BLUE S OX, from page 9 


ment, Kate will bring strong busi- 
ness fundamentals, creativity and a 
passion for baseball to the Blue Sox 
front office.” 

While at UMass Amherst, Avard 
served as the Intramural Special 
Events Assistant and held multi- 
ple internships within the Athletic 
Department. After graduating from 
UMass Amherst, Avard enrolled in 
graduate courses studying athletic 
training and emergency medicine at 
Boston University. 

Avard is eager to return to 
MacKenzie Stadium and expand her 
role with the organization. 

“Growing up in Holyoke, I 


attended many Holyoke Giants 
games, then later Blue Sox games, 
with my family which is where I fell 
in love with the sport of baseball,” 
said Avard. I later interned with the 
team and saw firsthand the positive 
influence the team had on the local 
families and local community, similar 
to what I had personally experienced 
growing up,” she added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation has 
grown tremendously over the past 
few years, making the team a staple 
throughout Western Mass, said Avard. 
“Stepping into the role of General 
Manager, I hope I am able to build 
upon the relationship the organization 
has with the community and grow the 
team in the coming years.” 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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HCC spring non-credit courses will meet online 


In keeping with recommendations 
from public health officials and Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s stay-at-home advisory, 
Holyoke Community College has shift- 
ed its non-credit professional develop- 
ment and personal enrichment classes to 
online and remote forums for the fore- 
seeable future. 

Anyone with extra time who is 
interested in classes that are fun, edu- 
cational or entertaining can now do so 
from the comfort and safety of their 
homes using a computer, tablet or smart 
phone. 

As of Monday, March 30, HCC 


began offering all of its credit-based cer- 
tificate and degree programs remotely 
while restricting access to its main cam- 
pus and satellite offices. 

Students will have the opportuni- 
ty to engage with live instructors and 
classmates by voice and video using 
online platforms like Zoom, WebEx and 
Google Hangouts. 

‘““We’ve had to be very creative with 
some of our courses, like painting and 
dancing,” said Michele Cabral, HCC’s 
executive director of professional devel- 
opment and corporate learning. “For 
Acrylics, for example, the teacher will 


share her screen during the lesson and 
have students share their own; Puerto 
Rican Bomba is similar to an online 
workout class.” 

Classes are forming now for the 
remainder of the spring semester. Some 
current options include: 

Arts: Introduction to Pastels; 
Watercolor Journaling (April 11-18) 

Business and Career: Leadership 
Series including Personal Effectiveness, 
Critical Thinking, and Emotional 
Intelligence; Supervisory Series; Notary 
Public; Microsoft Excel 2016 

Dance and Health: Puerto Rican 


Inthe News ¢ 








Bomba 

Money Management: Extreme 
Couponing; SS Income Strategies; 
Earning Extra Money with a Mystery 
Shopping Business; Protecting Your 
Financial Nest Egg 

Others: Memory, Dementia 
and Alzheimers; How to be a Smart 
Landlord; Elder Law and Estate 
Planning; Flying Drones: Prep for the 
FAA Exam. 

To see a full schedule of courses or 
to register, visit hcc.edu/spring-online or 
email Valentyna Semyrog at vsemyrog @ 
hec.edu. 
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determine how the virus was allowed to 
spread. 

“To immediately stabilize the situa- 
tion in Holyoke, new leadership has been 
installed and a clinical command group 
has been established to provide safe and 
appropriate care,” said a spokesperson 
for the state Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services. “A full investiga- 
tion into what happened in Holyoke has 
been launched, starting [Wednesday], 
with the naming of Attorney Mark W. 
Pearlstein as the lead investigator into the 
matter.” 

Under Liptak’s jurisdiction, the 
Soldiers’ Home is adhering to Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
guidelines. The primary focus is on mak- 
ing sure patients are safe, identifying 
individuals who need more acute care 
on-site or need to be transferred, restruc- 
turing the safety, medical, and infection 
protocols, and establishing clear isolation 
and quarantine zones to stop the spread 
of the disease. 

Families have bene able to reach out 
to the Soldiers’ Home through a ded- 
icated family hotline and email. The 
hotline number is 413-552-4764, avail- 
able Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday. 
The email 1s CommunicationsMailbox- 
HLY @mass. gov. 

The facility has been closed to visi- 
tors since March 14. Other precautionary 
measures include taking the temperature 
of all employees entering the building, 
hand sanitation stations for employees 
entering the building and throughout the 
facility, disinfecting and treating high- 
touch areas throughout the day, distrib- 
uting personal protective equipment to 





Flags flew at half-staff at the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home on Thursday, mourning the 15 residents 


who died over the weekend amid an outbreak of Covid-19. 


employees when they enter the facili- 
ty, taking residents’ daily temperatures, 
posting signs detailing proper hygiene 
and Covid-19 precautions, restricting the 
movement of residents in the long-term 
care and independent living facilities, 
and sending regular communications 
updates to veterans, families, and staff 
on guidance for infection control and 
prevention. 


‘Lack of urgency’ 

Word first reached Morse’s office 
on Friday, March 27, that the Soldiers’ 
Home was dealing with several cases 
of coronavirus. On Saturday, Morse 
received an anonymous communication 
describing the gravity of the situation, 
but the city Board of Health was unable 
to make contact with Soldiers’ Home 
staff. On Sunday, Morse made direct 
contact with Walsh. 

“There were things being post- 
ed on Facebook and social media over 


Photo by Michael Ballway 


the weekend. [As] we were not getting 
a response as the city, I reached out to 
Superintendent Walsh directly,’ Morse 
said. 

The phone call did not leave Morse 
feeling good about the situation. 

“There was a clear lack of urgen- 
cy on that phone call, where we were 
repeatedly told these were people with 
underlying health conditions,” Morse 
said. ““That’s certainly not an excuse for 
improper isolation for those folks that 
did test positive. I know this is a concern 
at the Soldiers’ Home; it’s also a concern 
another nursing facilities and longer-term 
care facilities not just in Holyoke, but 
across the commonwealth.” 

Morse reached out to the Gov. 
Charlie Baker after his conversation 
with Walsh and said within minutes, 
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito returned his call 
and arrangements were made with the 
secretary of health and human services, 
Marylou Sudders, to send a response 


team first thing Monday morning. As 
part of the response, nurses, medical 
experts, and the National Guard have 
been brought in to assist. 

Baker took to Twitter on Monday to 
offer his thoughts. 

“As someone who has visited the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home on many occa- 
sions to catch up with staff and residents, 
I am heartbroken by today’s news,” 
Baker posted. “The loss of these resi- 
dents to Covid-19 is a shuddering loss 
for us all.” 

Congressman Richard Neal also 
released a statement saying he was 
“heartbroken” when he heard the news. 

“The residents of the Soldiers Home 
have served their country with honor and 
distinction, and their health and safety, 
along with that of the staff, has always 
been top priority,’ Neal said in his state- 
ment. “This is even more personal to 
me because I have an uncle who is a 
full-time resident there. I was shocked 
to learn of these deaths, some due to the 
coronavirus, last [Monday].” 

Morse pledged to remain transparent 
and provide daily updates on the coro- 
navirus situation in the city, including 
the number of cases and deaths as the 
situation continues to develop. He also 
reminds residents to be safe and practice 
social distancing following the painful, 
sad reminder of how deadly coronavirus 
can be. 

“People have concerns about nursing 
homes and hospitals all across our city, 
all across our region,’ he said. “We’re 
concerned about everyone everywhere. 
Please abide by social distancing and 
please stay home if you can.” 

Flags in the city are flying at half- 
staff to honor the Soldiers’ Home resi- 
dents who died. 
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while we’re disconnected.” Gustafson 
said. “I want to focus on the ‘cans’ rath- 
er than the ‘cannots.’”’ 

Sunday school classes for youth at 
St. Peter’s have also moved to the Zoom 
platform, Gustafson said. 

Gustafson said he plans to contin- 
ue the online services until the state of 
emergency is over, but he has more inno- 
vative plans in mind for Holy Week. 

For Palm Sunday, Gustafson wants 
to get a low-watt FM radio transmitter so 
that worshipers can drive to the church 
and park in the lot before tuning in to 
the audio broadcast. This will allow the 
congregation to be together in one place, 
but still maintain social distancing. If the 
service works, Gustafson hopes to repeat 
it on Easter. 

Palm Sunday’s “drive-in” service 
is at 9:30 a.m. on April 5 at 34 Jarvis 
Ave., Holyoke. The service will also be 
recorded and available after the fact at 
www.stpetersholyoke.org. 

Members of other Holyoke church- 
es should check their congregation’s 
website, and search for their church on 
Facebook.com, to see what services their 
community is offering online. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, one of 
Holyoke’s Roman Catholic parishes, is 


another one of the congregations that has 
moved its services online. 

Pastor Yerik Mendez said he has 
shared the last two weeks’ Masses on 
Facebook Live, and will continue to do. 
Like Gustafson, he wants to do some- 
thing special for the upcoming holidays. 

“As we get closer and closer to Holy 
Week and Easter, we’re trying to find 
ways to contact and connect with peo- 
ple.” Mendez said. He said he has gotten 
a lot of requests to find a way to contin- 
ue one Palm Sunday tradition that can’t 
be done online. 

“I’ve had people volunteer to wear 
gloves, masks, and to stay covered and 
keep disinfectant on them in order to 
pass out blessed palm branches,” he said. 

Being a pastor is about more than 
leading worship on Sunday, Mendez 
noted. He is available by telephone 
throughout the week and has been able 
to take confessions that way. He’s also 
considering setting up a “drive-through 
confessional” in the church parking 
lot, which would allow parishioners to 
stay in their cars while speaking to their 
priest. 

Although they’re trying to keep 
spirits up, pastors miss their congrega- 
tions just as much as the people miss 
being able to participate in the traditions 
and personal connections of their reli- 
gion. 


“It’s lonely knowing people aren’t 
here [at church] but they want to be, I 
can’t thank them enough.” Mendez said. 
“They’re beautiful people and I don’t 
want them to suffer, I want to keep them 
safe, but it also breaks my heart.” 

A similar feeling was expressed by 
Pastor Marisa Egerstrom at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, who spoke about the 
difference between seeing people in per- 
son rather than talking over the phone. 
There is a different vibe and you can 
learn more about a person and their situ- 
ation in person, she said. 

“Not being able to see my people 
has been crazy-making,” Egerstrom said. 
“Being able to talk to folks over the 
phone or over Zoom is nice, but it’s not 
the same. It feels good to talk to them, 
but it feels weird, too. It kind of feels 
like ’m blind. I didn’t realize how much 
of my job includes building relationships 
with people.” 

She said videos of her church’s 
Sunday worship get uploaded to 
YouTube and linked from the church’s 
Facebook page, and she’s trying to keep 
in touch with as many families as she 
can. 

St. Paul’s is not planning on any 
special outreach for Easter — yet. 
Egerstrom said her congregation 
includes some people who are on their 
smartphones constantly, but also some 


people who barely have access to tech- 
nology. Whenever the state of emergen- 
cy is lifted, the congregation will gather 
on the next Sunday and have an Easter 
service in person on that date. 

Pastor Chad Correia said Mountain 
View Baptist Church has had to shut 
down more than its Sunday worship. 
Because of coronavirus concerns, the 
church has had to suspend its bus min- 
istry, which provided transportation to 
people who needed rides. Mountain 
View has been able to continue its food 
ministry, a pantry stocked with donated 
items and available for families that need 
help putting food on the table. 

On Sundays, Mountain View is 
streaming its services live online. 
Correia said he’s trying to find a way to 
include a singer in the services without 
running afoul of state guidelines. 

“We will do as we’ve been doing, 
we'll have online services and try to 
stay connected through the phone or by 
email,’ Correia said. “We have elder 
members, so we want them to stay safe. 
It’s hard not being around our people 
and not being able to see those in the 
hospital, but we’re taking it day by day.” 

Sunday School will be closed until 
the church can meet again in person. 
Correia said he is staying connected by 
phone and online, trying to support peo- 
ple as best he can during these times. 
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ABCDEFCHIJKLNNOPQRS WORD SCRAMBLE 
Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to customers. 


ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20 
Things are not always what they seem, 
Aries. Keep this in mind when dealing or 


Y L A L O working with people you have never met. 


It may take some time to figure things 
Solve the code to discover words related to customers. out. 
Each number corresponds to a letter. TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 
(Hint: 6 = e) ; ; 


Taurus, asking a bunch of questions may 
25 20 21 9 26 4 jDkOT -4amsuy not unveil the answers you were hoping 
Clue: Gives financial support 


for. You may not be asking the right ques- 


tions. Keep forging ahead. 
| am an actor born in Germany on 


GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 
9 6 21 20 22 8 
April 2, 1977. My parents relocated to 


Clue: Sale of goods 


The ability to listen is an important skill, 
Gemini. This ability is especially valuable 
when others come to you for advice. Lis- 
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25 18 9 5 11 20 24 6 the Republic of Ireland when | was two ten intently and do your best to help. 
Cine Guy someihine to open a restaurant. | eventually found CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 | 
my way into acting, and audiences Cancer, even if things do not entirely 
were first introduced to me in “Band of make sense this week, you can glean 
9 86 22 6 4 21 Brothers.” I've made many other popular certain bits of information here and there 
Clue: Person using services of another movies since then. that can help you to paint the bigger 
AIPUIGSSDY JAVYIIP -AIMSUY picture. 
LEO — Jul 23/Aug 23 
WORDS i imitation is the highest form of 
C |. STO Ni Fie Wo re | . FAR C iy attery. Keep a keen eye on someone you 
AGENT admire at work, and then try to mirror 
ATTENTION this person in your actions. 
P C IQc¢cASM YLUPN CC PQ U Y CE M BUSINESS VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 
RTMVOQOUALITYAUUCWCOOA,A G eee Virgo, certain responsibilities may seem 
I wGx Vv F xX § N A A S H § B N E N CH ESCALATION like a drain on your time. But right now 
0 BUS IN E S §S 0 T Y¥Y I S E E A C CE YV ETIQUETTE you are not seeing how even small tasks 
R LV UWF UY TOTS ATM GP A C X EXPERIENCE can add up to big results in the end. 
IuLOPGIRM*™EWTSMEWAT WY ied Remain patient. 
T EM RV Y O E P QI I PM G GH P F A IMPROVE LIBRA — Sept 23/Oct 23 
Y M C QS P R S M S S H E E E E U A T S LOYALTY Libra, certain battles cannot be won no 
P Y H N P QHWFN Y N FN CWLEL TN O ener matter how hard you try. Do not focus 
N Y E U A O GA OT T S T TOR EM Q YV PERCEPTION unnecessary energy on things that cannot 
0S S$ S PMC C LI YY QW EL N E P BI PERFORMANCE be scaled. Direct your focus to more 
FEF H A PC T R AS N Q REL T T P P CE R PRIORITY inportant projects. 
Q TIX IT AYORQEOQtTIROONO I peer SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 
LN IO T 0 L P F S F F OT O X H A W M RESOLUTION A project you started may come to a 
GHN Qt C H A PR AN C GH WT GN P SATISFACTION screeching halt, Scorpio. This does not 
X X US UM FN TV ES TGC M LEN OA DERVECE mean you should abandon it entirely. It 
L NY X PES MX IX PITQBPU RCC Oieeane just means you will have to take a brief 
C Y H X X E T R ES O L UT TON L C T lated Feetant. 
R EPpEATWTtEHN TM PROVE SN SAGITTARIUS — Nov 23/Dec 21 
G LEM GQvVxX A EW EC N EIT R E P X €E 


Sagittarius, people naturally want to be 


Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. around you, but sometimes you need to 
take a step back and focus on yourself. 


W b ° f K ° d Clear your schedule for some personal 
TEELLLLI2] Websites for Kids means 
SITE nmnmnnan WEBSITE ADDRESS AUDIO CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 
ef] tf 7/ | Storytime Online www.storylineonline.net Yes Spring is a time of new beginnings, Cap- 
Read to Me readtomelv.com Yes ricorn. You may be presented with several 
fy | 1443 | 19]4 We Give Books wegivebooks.org No new opportunities. Travel, a new job or 
Starfall starfall.com Yes even expanding your family may be in 
2] | | 1917 tt Barnes& Noble barnesandnoble.com/u/online the cards. 
























Storytime -storytime-books-toys/379003588/ Yes AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18 
TumbleBooks tumblebooks.com/tcpclibrary.org/ Aquarius, even if you do not have all the 
tumblebooks.htm Yes answers, you can take steps that address 


International Childrens 


aan . many of the changes that have occurred 
Digital Library en.childrenslibrary.org/ No ; ; 
eo Sere a in your life lately. 

= = PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 

stornynory www.storynory.com Yes Ch | ., 4 
National Geographic ngexplorer.cengage.com/ annel your creativity mmo prQjects tat 
Young Explorers ngyoungexplorer/index.html| Yes let ptm a yourself, Pisces. Artwork, 
Oxford Owl www.oxfordowl.co.uk Yes writing and crafting are a few examples. 
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Restaurants partner to feed nonprofit 


With societal crisis comes the 
opportunity for mutual aid. As the coro- 
navirus pandemic grips the nation, com- 
munity members and local businesses 
have sought opportunities to support 
each other during this time of need. One 
such partnership blossomed between 
the Western Massachusetts Training 
Consortium and local small businesses 
including Silk Deli & Bistro, Fernandez 
Family Restaurant and the Delaney 
House in Holyoke, and Simos Produce 
in Springfield. 

The consortium provides key com- 
munity-based support to a number of 
programs and communities throughout 
Western Massachusetts and beyond. 
One program, Home & Community 
Connections, supports eleven 24-hour 
homes for people with developmen- 
tal or intellectual disabilities through- 
out Hampden County. When Covid-19 
struck Western Massachusetts, staff 


members began working seven-day 
shifts to minimize exposure both to 
themselves and to the people they sup- 
port. Meanwhile, local food producers 
and restaurants were struggling to keep 
their doors open as businesses were shut 
down across the state. 

Seeing an opportunity to build 
and support community, the consor- 
tium connected with Silk Deli & Bistro 
and Simos Produce to deliver pre- 
pared meals and boxes of produce to 
each of the 11 homes. More meals from 
Fernandez Family Restaurant, a fam- 
ily-run Puerto Rican restaurant, were 
delivered Tuesday, March 31, and there 
is already a plan to distribute ready-to- 
eat meals from the Delaney House on 
April 7. 

Kristel Applebee, the executive 
director of the Consortium, expressed 
her appreciation to both local businesses 
and consortium employees supporting 


people during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“The consortium has a 45-year his- 
tory of creating conditions for commu- 
nity, so it only made sense, during this 
difficult time, to honor community by 
partnering with local food suppliers who 
are losing business. ... For our team 
members to have a hot meal or delicious 
produce hand delivered to them with 
encouraging words, by me and others, 
sends a message to them that we value 
their significant contributions at this 
most pressing time.” 

Silk Deli & Bistro, on Northampton 
Street, shared via Facebook how critical 
it was to partner with the consortium, as 
it meant being able to continue support- 
ing other customers in the community. 
It also meant that “today we can keep 
our doors open and keep our business 
running to please our customers,” the 
restaurant shared. 

The Western Massachusetts 


Inthe News ¢ 


MAY THIS FOOD NOURISH YOUR SPIRIT 
AND BE A REMINDER OF 
HOW MUCH WE APPRECIATE YOU! © 





Local eateries are preparing meals for staff 
members of the Western Massachusetts 
Training Consortium. Each comes with a 
label: “May this food nourish your spirit and 
be a reminder of how much we appreciate 
you.” Submitted photo 


Training Consortium, founded in 1975, 
is a learning organization, committed to 
creating conditions in which people with 
lived experience pursue their dreams 
and strengthen our communities through 
full participation. To learn more, visit 
wimtcinfo.org. 


Holyoke Arrests ¢ Public Notices 6é 


The Holyoke Police Department recorded the fol- 
lowing arrests March 21-29. No arrests in the public 
log have been omitted. All suspects are innocent until 
proven guilty. There were no arrests in the public log 
for March 22, 23, 24 or 29. 


Saturday, March 21 

Johnattan M. Perez, 37, of 294 Elm St., Apt. 4B, 
Holyoke, was arrested at 2:52 a.m. on Sargeant Street 
on a warrant. 

Edwin Solivan-Ortiz, 28, of 73 Rollins St., 
Springfield, was arrested at 11:57 p.m. on Walnut 
Street and charged with trespassing, breaking and 
entering for a misdemeanor, and wanton destruction 
of property under $1,200. 


Wednesday, March 25 

Mari Berberena, 26, of 289 Walnut St., Apt. 2RA, 
Holyoke, was arrested at 2:12 a.m. on Elm Street and 
charged with trespassing and assault and battery on an 
elderly or disabled person. 

Francisco E. Bermudez, 30, of 50 West St., Apt. 
4L, Holyoke, was arrested at 2:12 a.m. on Elm Street 
on a warrant, and also charged with armed robbery 
with a firearm, breaking and entering for a misde- 
meanor, carrying a firearm without a license and pos- 
session of ammunition without a license. 


HOW TO SUBMIT PUBLIC NOTICES 


All public notices to be published in the Holyoke Sun 
should be sent directly to notices@turley.com. Jamie 
Joslyn processes all public notices for this newspaper and 
can answer all of your questions regarding these notices. 
Please indicate the newspapers and publication date(s) for 
the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. For questions 
regarding coverage area, procedures or cost, please call 
Jamie directly at 413-283-8393. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 14 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Please check the accuracy of your public notice 
prior to submission (i.e., date, time, spelling). 
Also, be sure the requested publication date 

coincides with the purpose of the notice, 
or as the law demands. Thank you. 


Thursday, March 26 

Dale Posusky, 48, of 1203 Northampton St., Holyoke, 
was arrested at 11:46 p.m. on Northampton Street on a 
watrant. 

Omar Feliciano, 31, of 85 Chestnut St., Apt. 302, 
Holyoke, was arrested at 11:47 p.m. on Dwight Street and 
charged with indecent assault and battery on a child under 
14. 


Friday, March 27 
Miguel Angel Santiago, 50, of 5 Cottage Ave., Apt. 1, 
Holyoke, was arrested at 10:02 a.m. at the police station 
and charged with failing to register as a level 2 or 3 sex 
offender. 


Saturday, March 28 

Dante Goncalves, 20, of no known address, was 
arrested on at 2:35 a.m. on High Street and charged with 
possession of a firearm without a license, and possession 
of ammunition without a license. 

Vicente Torres, 21, homeless, was arrested at 3:23 
a.m. on Clemente Street and charged with riding a snow 
or recreational vehicle on a public way, riding a snow or 
recreational vehicle under the influence of liquor, reckless 
or negligent operation of a snow or recreational vehicle, 
riding a snow or recreational vehicle without a helmet, rid- 
ing an unregistered snow or recreational vehicle, speeding 
at a rate of speed greater than was reasonable and proper, 
assault and battery on a police officer, and resisting arrest. 
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SALE OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
Under G.L. c. 159B Sec 6B 
as Amended 

By Senate 466 of 1989 

Notice is hereby given 
by Reardon’s Garage Inc., 
1537 Northampton St., 
Holyoke, MA, pursuant to 
the provisions of G.L. c. 255, 
p39 that on April 8, 2020 at 
12:00 noon at 1537 North- 
ampton St., Holyoke, MA, 
the following motor vehicles 
will be sold at private sale to 
satisfy our garagekeepers 
lien. 


2002 Acura 3.2 TL 

Vin# 19VUA56632A030616 
LKO: Paul Prentice 

247 Granville Rd. 
Southwick, MA 


2016 Hyundai Elantra 
Vin# 
5NPDH4AE6GH746123 
LKO: Michael Javier 
Rodriguez Cabreco 

3 Lamb St. 

So. Hadley, MA 01075 


2007 Toyota Scion TC 
Vin# JTIKDE177270155454 
LKO: Kimberly Cahaoon 
173 Holbrook Ave. 
Willamantic, CT 


2007 Lincoln MKZ 

Vin# 3LNHM28T67R615580 
LKO: Lamar Anthony 

24565 Edgewood St. 
Philadelphia, PA 


2002 Toyota Celica 

Vin# JTDDR32T320124721 
LKN: Heriberto Carmona 

3 Pray Dr. 

Greenfield, MA 


1998 Toyota Camry 

Vin# 4T1BF22K6WU925414 
LKO: Kayla Plasse 

84 Grape St. #1L 

Chicopee, MA 


2005 Ford 500 

Vin# 1FAFP24195G154148 
LKO: Carlin Liquore 

69 Blanchard Ave. 

Ludlow, MA 


2005 Chevy Malibu 

Vin# 1G1ZT648X5F239327 
LKO: Felix Gonzalez 

837 State St. #509 
Springfield, MA 


2001 Toyota Corolla 

Vin# JTDBU4EE8B9142409 
LKO: Shauna Sabin 

178 No. Summer St. 

No. Adams, MA 


3/20, 3/27, 4/03/2020 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


© PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


ATTENTION!!! 
FIREWOOD FOR SALE!! 
Why wait? Buy now and Save 
$$$ next Winter! 
Unseasoned wood, cut and split 
$225.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 15 miles 
If you wait ‘til Fall for seasoned wood, 
cut and split, the price will be 
$245.00 per cord with free delivery 
up to 10 miles. 

Call now for your great savings 
on firewood! 
TANGLEWOOD SERVICES 
413-207-7592 or email 
tanglewoodservices @ yahoo.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


"FRESH CUT FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wari- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 








PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


SERVICE CALLS, REPAIRS, code 
violations, smoke alarms, home in- 
spection repairs, Hot Tubs, swimming 
pools, more. Timothy McGovern Lic 
#a16618 413-530-4958 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 


Advertise 
your home 
improvement 


services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 
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1 MasterCard 


LI VISA _1 Discover 


Ll Cash 
Exp. Date 


State: Zip: 


X per week rate = $ 


1 Check# __ 
_ CV __ 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


= 50,500 
aaa 


& 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
PALMER 



























Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 










HUBBARDSTON 






NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 








WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 
55.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


l 
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C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
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ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 
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CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


WAV AV A A 











HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


PINE GROVE CONDOS 
SOUTH HADLEY 
Ground maintenance job 


Mowing, trimming and odd jobs 
June-Fall. Apply to 
pinegrovecondos @ comcast.net 
Attn: Manager 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR 
Looking for a reliable Assistant Asses- 
sor. For application and more informa- 
tion please visit www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov. Application deadline 5/1/2020 at 

4:30 PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC WORKS - 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
Great opportunity for fully benefited 
union position with municipal public 
works department; if you are a good 
worker, and are willing to learn how to 
operate trucks, snow plows, backhoes, 
front-end/bucket loaders, jet vacuums, 
specialty mowers, sweepers, rollers, 
street pavers, and manual & power 
tools, work under all weather condi- 
tions & for prolonged periods of time, 
we are looking for you! Req. HS/GED, 
some related work exp. preferred; CDL 
B witanker, Hoisting 2B, 4E & 4G re- 
quired within 1 year of hire, license 
fees paid by town; clean driving re- 
cord; $19.82-$23.95/hr DOQ. Must 
complete application available online 
at www.wilobraham-ma.gov or in the 
Selectmen's Office, 240 Springfield St., 
Wilbraham MA 01095. Deadline Friday, 

May 1, 2020, at 4:30 pm. EEO 


i250 Pen) 
«” Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC, 
Purchase a photo that 


recently ran in one of 
our publications. Go to 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 


FOR RENT 


a) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 













TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 
communities every week. 


advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


FINANCIAL SERVICES (413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


RS Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fi Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 
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Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


















SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 








VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Find your dream 
home or list your 
property here! 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY 
AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY 
AT NOON 








CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


Call ForAn |{RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Taecoyantem Keb od wey orelmclaceyal 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ _ 


\ Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA O1069 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 
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TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 








IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


Reg. Prices 


Re rile 
a To All New Clients 1 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





best », 
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—— 





© Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 
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HCC receives $240K for vet techs 


Holyoke Community College has 
received a $240,743 state grant to expand 
and improve the outdoor instructional 
kennel used for its veterinary technician 
program. 

The allocation was part of the Skills 
Capital Grants awarded last month by 
Gov. Charlie Baker’s Workforce Skills 
Cabinet. The competitive grants are 
awarded to educational institutions that 
demonstrate partnerships with local busi- 
nesses, as well as align curriculum and 
credentials with industry demand to max- 
imize hiring opportunities in each region 
of the state. 

“Skills Capital Grants help preserve 
the commonwealth’s talent pipeline by 
funding expanded enrollment and equip- 
ment upgrades at educational institutions 
to provide more students with in-demand 
skills sought by employers,” Baker said 
in announcing the awards. 
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restricted and many employees have been 
assigned remote work when possible. 

As of Wednesday, March 18, 
Baystate Health restricted its visitor poli- 
cy and at this time is not allowing visitors 
at any Baystate Health hospitals. 

There are exceptions, at the discre- 
tion of Baystate Health, of one parent or 
guardian for a patient under the age of 18, 
one birthing partner for a patient in labor, 
one person at a time for a hospice or end- 
of-life patient, one clergy member for an 
end-of-life patient and one caretaker for a 
completely depending patient. 


Seeking treatment 

Holyoke Medical Center advises 
people with symptoms to call their pri- 
mary care provider or go to the hospital 
and follow signs labeled for fever, cough 
and flu symptoms, which lead to the 
Emergency Room. 

Dr. Armando Paez, chief of infec- 
tious diseases at Baystate Health, added 
that “approximately 80 percent of Covid- 
19 are mild infections. 

“However, this can be a serious 
infection requiring hospitalization for 
some, particularly in the elderly and those 
with diabetes, heart and lung disease,” 
he said. “Similar to the flu, symptoms 
may include fever, cough, and shortness 


Your money is 100% Safe. 100% insured. 


HCC plans to use the money to 
increase the size of its kennel to bet- 
ter facilitate instruction and add modern 
updates, including a new security system, 
more lighting, and an overhang to protect 
the dogs housed there. 

The college will also be adding a 
One-year veterinary assistant certifi- 
cate program for the fall 2020 semes- 
ter. It already offers a two-year associ- 
ate degree vet tech program, the only 
one in Western Massachusetts accredit- 
ed by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association. 

The governor’s Workforce Skills 
Cabinet which was created in 2015 
to bring together the secretariats of 
Education, Labor and Workforce 
Development, and Housing and 
Economic Development to align the 
state’s education, economic development 
and workforce policies. 
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Vet tech instructor Jennifer York examines Bandit during a wellness check with help from 


Holyoke Community College student Briana Diaz of Westfield. 
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Cooley Dickinson had issued 14 positive tests for Covid-19 and was in the process of 


investigating 92 additional people, as of March 25. 


of breath two to 14 days after exposure. 
Symptoms can be mild to severe illness 
and result in pneumonia.” 

Medical professionals strongly rec- 
ommend that everyone stay home, isolate, 
practice social distancing and maintain 
good hand hygiene. 

“That’s the best thing we can do to 
help decrease the transmission of the 
virus,’ said Rebecca MacGregor, director 
of marketing at Holyoke Medical Center. 

Local hospitals are in daily com- 
munication with local and state officials, 
the Massachusetts Hospital Association 
and other hospitals. Cooley Dickinson 
is also in touch with its parent hospi- 
tal, Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston. 
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“Conversations are about testing; 
supporting our workforce through this 
public health crisis; planning for a poten- 
tial surge of patients as well as managing 
the daily operations of people who come 
to the hospital with heart attack, stroke, 
and other medical conditions that are 
not related to Covid-19. We are working 
collaboratively across the region and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts,” said 
MacGregor. 

MacGregor explained what symp- 
toms should prompt a hospital visit. 

“If someone is experiencing common 
symptoms of Covid-19, such as fever 
or cough, they should call their primary 
health care provider for guidance,” she 
said. “For their safety and the safety of 
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others, please do not go to an urgent care 
clinic or emergency room unless you have 
been instructed to do so.” 

“Your primary care provider will give 
you instructions on how to get care with- 
out exposing other people to your illness. 
If you are experiencing life-threatening 
symptoms such as difficulty in breathing 
or pressure in the chest, please call 9-1-1.” 


Supply shortage 

Hospitals and medical centers across 
the state are being also facing a lack of 
supplies. 

Materials that may have been taken 
for granted last month have quickly 
become precious commodities. Local 
facilities are preparing for the worst, and 
additional materials are needed. 

Holyoke Medical Center had ade- 
quate supplies as of March 23, but 
MacGregor voiced concerns surround- 
ing resupply. The hospital needs N-95 
masks and other supplies, she said. Used 
or homemade masks will not be accepted. 

Cooley Dickinson Hospital in 
Northampton adopted a similar pol- 
icy regarding “risky masks,” but urges 
residents to donate any medical-grade 
personal protective equipment they can 
spare. 

Acceptable donations include surgi- 
cal or fluid shield N-95 masks, goggles, 
safety glasses, disposable gowns, hand 
sanitizer, bleach and sanitizing wipes. 


Nobody dreams 
of having 
multiple sclerosis 
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 


Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 


the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them. 


Multiple sclerosis is a 
devastating disease of the 
central nervous system 
where the body's immune 
system attacks the insulation 
Surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever. 


To help make the dream 
of ending MS come true, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org. 
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National 
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